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PREFACE 

 
 This history of the Nebiker/Nebeker family presents information obtained over 
many years.  Some of the information is based solely on family traditions and other 
sources, often published on the internet, that cannot be properly substantiated.  Much of 
the remaining information appears in sources with different and conflicting data 
including church records, books, and land records.   Even the official records are not 
always consistent or accurate as might be imagined for records from so many years ago.  
This story is told based on the evaluation of all the information available at the time it 
was written.  It represents a report of research conducted over many years and includes 
information obtained from Swiss Parish Records, US census records, internet sites, 
books, magazines, newspapers, genealogical libraries and contributions from others. It is 
recognized that much of the information must be based on circumstantial information that 
may later prove to be inaccurate.  It is hoped that this story will encourage others to 
pursue further research regarding this family and that any inaccuracies will be corrected 
as time goes on and more information becomes available.  
 
 Because of the many different spellings of the name that appear both in Europe and 
America, it is often difficult to determine if a specific person is a member of the 
Nebiker/Nebeker family or if they are related to another, unconnected family. For that 
reason, only those known to be members of the Nebiker/Nebeker family are included in 
this report. Nebinger, Newbecker, Neubacher, and similar names are not included here as 
part of the family unless specific information dictates otherwise.  
 
 This document makes no attempt to discuss in detail the family or the history of 
the five sons of George and Susannah Meredith Nebeker who came west with the 
Mormon pioneers to Utah in 1847.  That part of the family has been thoroughly 
documented in a previous book edited by Ruth and Shirley Swensen (The Nebeker 
Family Book, see reference 6) as well as the addendum to that book. Those desiring 
information regarding this portion of the family are referred to the Nebeker Family Book, 
which is available in the LDS Church Family History Library in Salt Lake City.  Also, 
the ancestry of the female lines of Maria Stilley and Mary Sennix, wives of Hans and 
John Nebeker, has been documented in a report by Dr. Peter Stibbins Craig, “The 
Swedish Ancestry of George Nebeker of Newport Delaware” (See Reference 7).  This 
document also is available at the Family History Library in Salt Lake as well as the 
library in Idaho Falls, Idaho for those who want to pursue these lines further.  Suffice it to 
say that this part of the family descends from some of the earliest Swedish settlers to 
America who lived in the Wilmington Delaware area.   
 

Questions or additional information regarding this history can be directed to 
Robert Nebeker, 3833 Marlene Street, Idaho Falls, Idaho 83406.  Comments, corrections,  
and new information would be welcomed.  
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1. Introduction 
 

 On October 30, 1755, the records of the Holy Trinity or Old Swedes Church in 
Wilmington Delaware report the marriage of John Nebucur and Mary Stilly.  A few 
weeks later, the birth of their first child, John, is reported in the records of the same 
church as Child John, born November 26th, baptized December 7th, parents, Hans and 
Maria Nebuir1.   These records are the first mention of the Nebiker or Nebeker family 
here in America. Literally thousands of people in America now trace their ancestry back 
to this couple.  In spite of this, little is definitely known about this couple or about the 
ancestry of Hans Nebiker.  This article is an attempt to summarize the known facts and 
also to supply information about the descendents and progenitors of Hans Nebiker.  
While the early spellings of the name exist in many imaginative forms, the convention of 
referring to this couple as Hans Nebiker and Mariah Stilly will be followed here.  
 
 Family tradition must be relied on when official records fail.  Traditions within 
the Nebeker family claim that Hans originally lived near the Black Forest in Europe, that 
he was a political refugee, and that he was a baron by title. Research leaves us with the 
impression that some of these traditions may at least have a kernel of truth, as will be 
discussed later, but verification is difficult.  
 
 The first published history of the Nebeker Family appeared in 1940 when Edna 
Boyce Hurtt, of Beaver Pennsylvania published a history of the family in the Utah 
Genealogical Society Magazine in 19402.  This article provides a great deal of 
information regarding the early family, but unfortunately, much of the information has 
been shown to be incorrect as new and additional information has become available over 
the years. According to the published article, Hans Nebiker arrived in America in 1749 
on the Ship Edinburg and appears on the list of passengers as Johan Martin Neubecker.  
This assumption controlled research on the Nebeker family for many years until it was 
later shown that this premise was not true.  Regardless, we know that Hans Nebiker 
settled in Newport Delaware not far from Wilmington where he raised a family of at least 
seven sons and three daughters. The family quickly spread to Stanton Delaware, Caroline 
County Virginia, Petersburg Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Utah, 
Oregon, California, Idaho, Wyoming, Hawaii, and other locations until members of the 
family can now be found throughout the world. Today, the internet tells us that 
“Nebeker” is the 17,642nd most common name in the United States.  Family members 
were active in community affairs in their home locations and participated in the 
Revolutionary and Civil Wars as well as other armed conflicts.  One member of the 
family became treasurer of the United States, and his signature appears on currency 
issued by the United States Treasury in that period.  Others were among the early settlers 
of the many places they chose to live and several served in their state legislatures in 
Indiana and Utah.   
 
 It was originally thought that the family originated in Germany, but later research 
ties the family to the German-speaking area of Switzerland.  It is in Switzerland that the 
name apparently originated, and Nebiker family members lived in various parts of that 
country for centuries, occasionally migrating to Germany or America.  Consequently we 
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now turn to Europe to examine the origin of the name and discuss some of the 
information regarding the family in that part of the world.   
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2. Origin of the Nebiker Name 
 

 Research regarding the name Nebeker becomes difficult in part because of the 
many spellings, both in Europe and in America, of the name.  Consequently, it is 
sometime difficult to determine if a given name is simply an unusual spelling of Nebeker 
or if it is a separate name.   
 
 In America, the name has evolved almost, but not totally, into the spelling 
Nebeker, although later immigrants from Switzerland to America have retained the 
“Nebiker” spelling here in this country. In Switzerland, the spelling now is universally 
Nebiker.  Many variations of these spellings can be found.  The name as recorded in the 
Old Swedes Church in Wilmington where the family initially lived was almost always 
spelled differently each time it was written.  Other recorders used their initiative in 
choosing a spelling. Swiss parish records used a variety of spellings, depending on the 
priest making the entry.  
 
In Switzerland, Nebikher, Nebigger, Newiker, and even Nebeker are found along with 
other variations.   The German name of Neubacher and its English variation of 
Newbecker and related spellings for the most part appear to be an entirely different 
family (See section 4.1.1) as does the name Nebinger. (Neu in German becomes New in 
English).  If one checks American census records for the late 1800’s or early 1900’s, one 
is impressed with the different but similar names that appear when one uses the Soundex 
method for finding Nebeker names.  
 

The name Nebiker undoubtedly originated in Switzerland.  Early Swiss records 
show the name appearing in the Canton of Baselland Switzerland early in the history of 
that country.  The name appears in the church records at Pratteln and Haefelfingen 
essentially with the advent of the earliest records. Other records show a Nebiker family 
living in Eptingen as early as 1467.  Nebikers originally lived primarily in the villages of 
Haefelfingen, Pratteln, and Eptingen as well as in the city of Basel.  From these locations, 
they would occasionally migrate to other locations, such as Technau, Tenniken, or other 
nearby areas. Switzerland in the early times was basically a feudal society, and 
permission was required from the civil officials before a move could be made.  Each 
family had its own crest or wappen, as shown in Figure 1.  These crests are available on 
the internet from the Baselland Canton State Archive.  The Eptingen crest shows a black 
half eagle wing with red claws on a silver background.  The Haefelfingen crest shows 
what appears to be a sun and moon above a mountain, and the Pratteln crest shows a 
black eagle wing in flight on a gold background.  The dates of origin of these crests are 
not known.  

 
 For many years, speculation has ranged regarding the origin of the name and 
whether or not it had any specific meaning.  Various people have described meanings 
arrived at from unknown sources, most of which have no basis for fact in either English, 
German, or any other language.  Ancestry.com on the internet claims that Nebeker is a 
variant of North German Niebecker, an occupational name for a baker who was new in 
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town, or alternately, a habitational name from Niebeck, Germany near Uelzen. It is said 
to be the 17, 642nd most common name.  
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Figure 1. Nebiker Family Crests (Eptingen, Haefelfingen, and Pratteln). 
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 It has been known for many years that a village named Nebikon exists in 
Switzerland, not far from the areas where the family lived in Switzerland.  A view of this 
village, as it appeared in 1962, is shown in Figure 2. Some have proposed that someone 
coming from that village would be referred to as a Nebikoner, or one from the village of 
Nebikon.  This certainly appears likely, and with the information available on the 
internet, it now appears that this interpretation of the origin of the name is the correct one.  
Like many towns and cities throughout the world, the town of Nebikon has its own web 
page, currently listed at www.Nebikon.ch.  If one goes to the web page, a link along the 
left side of the page connects to “Nebiker”.  Clicking on the link leads one to the 
“Nebiker”, the town bulletin or newsletter telling news about, of, or from, the village (See 
Figure 3).  This link substantiates the contention that one from or about Nebikon would 
be known as a “Nebiker”.  Further confirmation is provided by comparing the crest for 
the village of Nebikon, as shown on the web page to the crest for the Nebiker family of 
Haefelfingen.  (See Figures 1 and 3).  Both crests show a sun, a moon, and what appears 
to be hills or mountains (although in different shapes).  It is not known which crest 
appeared first and thus whether the family adopted their crest from the Village of 
Nebikon or whether the village adopted its crest from the family.  This similarity seems 
to show that the town and the family are connected.  
 

Based on this information, it appears that individuals, or perhaps a group of 
people, living in or near the town of Nebikon moved north and west to the Baselland 
area.  Since they came from Nebikon, they were referred to as Nebikers, either by 
themselves or the people with whom they met.  Whether all people with this name are 
related or whether several groups left the village together or at different times, each 
taking the name of Nebiker, is unknown.  It is therefore quite possible that the Nebikers 
of Pratteln Switzerland are not related to those settling in Haefelfingen or the city of 
Basel.  When such a migration occurred also is unknown.  Nebikers appear early in the 
church records of Pratteln, Haefelfingen and Basel.  Parish records typically begin around 
the mid- or late 1500’s, and the name was present at that time.  In general, names 
throughout Europe began to appear at about the same time that registration, either in the 
church or civil offices, began to be required.  In this sense, the name appears to be one 
that appeared early, around the mid 1400’s. 
 
 The earliest reference to the name found to date occurs in 1467, when Werna 
Nebiker is listed as “judgement speaker” in the Tenniken, Switzerland area.3  Wernlin 
Nebiker from Eptingen Switzerland is listed as a judgement speaker in the same year and 
may be the same person.  Wernher Nebiker was “Vogt” or mayor of Eptingen in 1481. 
Tryne (Katharine) Nebiker and her son are also listed in this time period. How these 
people are related to those appearing in the parish records is not known.  It is interesting 
to note that even at the beginning of the parish records, there appear to be several families 
with the name of Nebiker living in this area of Switzerland since the family is found 
concurrently in both Pratteln and Haefelfingen as well as in the towns mentioned above. 
Originally, it was thought that by going to the early parish records one could identify the 
“father” of the family from whom all other members descended.  This has not been 
possible with existing information.  
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Figure 2. View of Nebikon Switzerland (1962). 
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Figure 3. The Nebiker, publication for the village of Nebikon Switzerland. 
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 The village of Haefelfingen, shown in Figure 4,was an early home to the Nebiker 
family. The earliest reference to the family in the Haefelfingen parish records4 show the 
family of  Jerg (George) Nebiker whose son Michael was born 19 Dec 1568.  This 
implies a birth date of slightly before 1550 for Jerg’s birth.  The records also show that 
Fridli Nebiker’s first child Barbara, was born on 27 July 1572 implying that her father 
Fridli would also have been born about 1550 or so. (Note that the people living in 
Haefelfingen belonged to the Ruemlingen Parish, and technically that is where the parish 
records are found.)  In Pratteln, we first find children being born to Martin Nebiker in 
1625, with others being born about the same time.5  This is somewhat later than in 
Haefelfingen.   In the city of Basel, we find that Jacob, the baker, had a son born on  
December 5 1576, about the same time as parish records in other places show births for  
people with the name of Nebiker. Jacob is listed as “from Haefelfingen” and applied for 
citizenship in January 1576 in Basel.  

 
 It therefore appears that people or a group of people from the village of Nebikon 
left there prior to about 1450, and because of their origin, took the name of “Nebiker”.  
These people moved to the City of Basel and other small towns in the State of Baselland, 
the area surrounding the city, where they lived and their family events became written in 
the church records of the area. 
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Figure 4. View of Haefelfingen Switzerland (1962).



01/25/11 15 

  
 

3. The European Family 
 

 Although research in Switzerland is at times difficult, there are certain aspects  
that make it easy to find the appropriate records.  Church records are extensively 
available, beginning with the period of the late 1500’s.  From there, the records are 
available until present times.  People living in Haefelfingen belonged to the Ruemlingen 
parish, and records from there are readily available at the family history library in Salt 
Lake along with the records from the other parishes in this part of Switzerland.  (The 
present church in Ruemlingen is shown in Figure 5).  Records are, however, difficult to 
read at times, and it is often not possible to totally track the individuals being sought 
after.  In addition, names can change at times, especially from Johan or Johannes to Hans.  
(Johannes is typically John in English and Hans typically would be translated as Jack.)  
At different times, the same person might be called different names.  Thus someone 
christened as Johannes might be referred to in the church records as Hans when he is 
married. Also, the terms “the younger” and “the elder” can be confusing since someone 
may be called both terms depending on his or her stage of life. In addition, the priest also 
would occasionally make errors in recording events.  Thus the father of a child might be 
referred to as “Hans Georg” at one time and “Hans Jacob” at another.  
 
 Citizenship in Switzerland is claimed by proving that your ancestors were living 
in the country at a previous time.  Consequently, it is important to Swiss citizens to know 
where their ancestors attended church and which parish records should be searched for 
their names.  Published lists show the parishes where a given name occurs and where 
citizens have gone to prove citizenship.  Thus one can look up the name Nebiker and find 
that those with that name have claimed citizenship by the records of the towns of 
Haefelfingen, Pratteln, Technau, and the city of Basel.  This then forms the basis for 
searching the records of these areas for information on the Nebiker family.  These parish 
records are available at the family history library in Salt Lake and have been reviewed 
extensively.  A summary of the entries located to date for family members has been 
prepared by the author and is available to anyone who is interested That database lists 
those Nebiker’s located to date born prior to 1800 in Switzerland.   For each male name, 
appropriate information is given where known concerning birth, marriage, parents, 
children, death, and any other available information.   
 
 From this information, it appears the family lived simultaneously in Pratteln and 
Haefelfingen and to a lesser extent in Basel.  Whether the families are related is not clear.  
There doesn’t appear to be a direct relationship listed in the parish records although there 
are occasional entries in the records that link the two families together. It is difficult to 
tell if there is a relationship between family members appearing in Basel Church records 
and the other families although the Basel records occasionally mention that the person is 
from Haefelfingen or Pratteln.  Martin Nebiker moved from Haefelfingen to Eptingen, 
and the family remained there for many years. Matthis and Martin Nebiker moved to 
Technau in the late 1700’s from Haefelfingen.  
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Figure 5.  Church at Ruemlingen Switzerland (1962). 
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 In spite of the fact that Switzerland was more or less a feudal society at the time, 
some family members moved about, mostly after buying their freedom from serfdom.  
Thus we find that. Elisabeth Nebiker, daughter of Heinrich, married Bernhard Hersperger 
of Zungen as a second husband on 11 December 1759 (See reference 4) and moved with 
him and their children to Jefferson Maryland where she died.  Jacob Nebiker moved from 
the Basel area to Wollbach Germany where he married Barbara Geisser and died in 1757.  
Martin Nebiker, son of Martin and Anna Greiber received permission to leave 
Switzerland in 1687 and moved to an unknown location.  Jacob, son of Jacob the baker in 
Basel, received permission to leave the area in 1603.  Hans Jacob, the shoemaker, 
received permission to move to America in 1754, but he decided to remain in 
Switzerland.  Occasionally these moves were recorded in the parish records, but more 
often than not, no record was maintained.   
 
 The Nebiker family members were often active in their community activities.  
They served as “Amtsplegers” and “Geschowerners”.  They thus participated as leaders 
of the community and were allowed to provide testimony concerning the activities.  In 
addition, they participated in a large number of occupations. The parish records list 
occupations for the Nebikers as weavers, cow herders, church care takers, wagon makers, 
knife makers, church singers, watchmen, shoemakers and other occupations.   
 
 Since this was a feudal society, it was necessary to purchase permission to leave 
the country if one wanted to leave.  A tax was also required to be paid before leaving the 
country, generally amounting to about 10% of the assets of the family.  In cases of 
extreme poverty, the family was allowed to leave free of charge.  Any possibility of an 
inheritance was given up at the time of immigration.  Since records were kept of those 
applying for permission to leave, it is troubling that no such record for Hans Nebiker has 
been located.  A possible reason is found in the history books.  Because of the problems 
and costs of obtaining permission, some people would simply build a crude raft and float 
down the Rhine River to Amsterdam, thus avoiding the cost of the 
“Manumissionsschein” or permission records otherwise required.  One can imagine that 
if Hans Nebiker chose this method of leaving the country, he might consider himself to 
be a “political refugee”, thus accounting for that phase of the family traditions.  No 
evidence to support or disprove this story has been found.  
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4.  The Journey to America 
 

 Attempts to identify the Hans Nebiker of Delaware with anyone in Europe have 
generally ended in failure.  A firm and unequivalent  identification has not been made, 
although various suggestions have been made.  Some of these have been proven false, 
and others have been discarded as new information has been obtained.  Finally, however, 
circumstantial evidence linking him to Johannes Nebiker of Eptingen Switzerland has 
been found. 
 
4.1 False Starts 

 
From the time of the first published history of the Nebeker family in 1940 until the 

present, many projections regarding the origin of the family in America have been made.  
Many of these have been discarded as more information was obtained.  This has resulted 
in confusion regarding the family history as can readily be seen if one checks for family 
information on the internet where all the past errors are to be found in various comments 
by those not familiar with later research.  Consequently, a brief review of the people 
considered but discarded as the original Nebiker ancestor is presented in the following 
paragraphs. 
   

4.1.1 Johann Martin Neubecker.  
 
 Based on the article published in the Utah Genealogical Society Magazine 
(Reference 2), Hans Nebiker was incorrectly equated to Johan Martin Neubacher 
who arrived in America on Sept 15, 1749 on the ship Edinburg and entered 
through the port of Philadelphia.6  (He is listed as Johan Hans Neubecker in the 
article in the magazine and as Johann Martin Neubecker on the list of those taking 
the oath of allegiance in Philadelphia.)  This error hindered research for many 
years and still appears in many websites and other locations regarding the family.   
 
 The error appears to be perfectly logical.  If immigration records are 
searched, particularly those of immigrants arriving in Philadelphia, for the name 
of Nebeker, the closest agreement is in Johan Martin Neubacher.  This appears to 
be what was originally done.  This man was assumed to be Hans Nebiker for 
many years, and this is the pedigree originally published in the Nebeker Family 
Book.  This error was later corrected in that book when it was shown beyond 
doubt that Johan Martin Neubacher lived in Pennsylvania and raised a family 
there at the same time that Hans Nebiker lived in Delaware and raised his family.  
It was only after the ancestors of Johan Martin were located in Gauersheim 
Germany that this error was discovered.  Consequently, this information is often 
repeated by people who rely on the incorrect information.  Although the families 
were actually located not that far apart, they are definitely two separate families.  
Johan Martin and his family appear in the 1790 Pennsylvania census. They lived 
in Dauphin County Pennsylvania where sons Johannes, Martin, and Philip were 
born.  His son Phillip, named after his grandfather, served in the Revolutionary 
War.  Johan Martin died at the home of his daughter near the Susquehanna River 
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in Pennsylvania in 1803.  He had nothing to do with the Nebeker family of 
Delaware, but he is most likely the progenitor of the Newbacher or Newbeker 
family that is often confused with the Nebeker family.  
 
4.1.2  Hans Jakob Nebiker, the Shoemaker of Pratteln 
 
 The history of the town of Pratteln, Switzerland, as well as histories 
detailing known information regarding Swiss Immigrants sometimes imply that 
Hans Jakob, with his wife Barbara Giger may have come to America.  Hans Jacob 
applied for, and was granted, permission to move from Pratteln to America.  He 
had moved to Pratteln previously from the City of Basel.  He was contemplating 
immigrating with a group of people assembled by Jacob Joner who arranged for a 
group of people from the area to come to America.  For some reason, as noted in 
the history of the Swiss migration, he decided not to come.  His death record, and 
that of his wife, can be found in the Pratteln parish records, verifying that they 
remained in Switzerland.   
 
4.1.3 Johannes Nebiker of Haefelfingen 
 
 When a connection was first made between the Nebeker’s of America and 
the Nebiker family of Switzerland, a proposal was made that a particular Johannes 
Nebiker from Haefelfingen, born in 1707, was identical to Hans Nebiker of 
America.  According to this story, Johannes moved with his wife and children 
from Haefelfingen to Amsterdam, then to England where his wife and children 
remained, and then to America.  In America he married Maria Stille and raised his 
family there. Confirmation of the move to England has not been found. 
 
 This story has been rejected for several reasons.  The first is the difference 
in ages between Hans and Maria.  Maria was only 15 years old when she was 
married, and Johannes would have been 48, a difference that seems unlikely.  
Since Maria was born in 1739, she would have been 33 years younger than 
Johannes.  By the time their youngest child, Elizabeth, was born in 1774, 
Johannes would have been 67 years old.  Although possible, this appears to be 
unlikely.  
 
 Furthermore, both sons of this Johannes, Hans George and Jacob, lived in 
Haefelfingen or nearby Ruemlingen after he was supposed to have moved to 
America.  His first wife, Elsbeth Thommen, died in the Haefelfingen area in 1754.  
All of this implies that the family may have remained in the area rather than 
leaving and staying for several years in England as implied by the story. .  
 
 Further proof that this man is not the Hans Nebiker in America can be 
found in the Swiss parish records.  A note on the parish records where his birth 
appears (the Reumlingen parish records, reference 5) states that Johannes moved 
to the city of Basel to work in a cotton cloth factory.   With this information as a 
starting point, the parish records for churches in the city of Basel were searched.  
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In the records for the St. Theodor Church in that city, one finds several references 
to a Johannes Nebiker from Haefelfingen7.  These records are consistent in time 
with the man who left Haefelfingen.  In Basel, he married, had at least one child, 
and later died.  He therefore definitely is not the same person as Hans Nebiker of 
Delaware. 
 
4.1.4 William Penn Immigrants 
 
 Prior to moving to Pennsylvania, William Penn made a trip up the Rhine 
River in Germany to obtain immigrants to move to Pennsylvania to help settle the 
area.  One story says that among those recruited on this trip was Johannes Nebiker 
of Heidenheim Germany who became Hans Nebiker in America.  No evidence 
supporting this story has been found.  He does not appear in published lists of 
early Pennsylvania settlers.  Since there is no firm evidence for this story, it has 
been rejected as untrue. 
 

4.2 Found at Last? 
 
 In an attempt to locate the appropriate Hans Nebiker of Switzerland who came to 
America, all the parish records for the parishes of Haefelfingen (Ruemlingen), Pratteln, 
Eptingen, and Tecknau were reviewed along with other records from Switzerland where 
there was the possibility of finding appropriate information.  This review is summarized 
in a separate database where data pertaining to Nebiker men born before the year 1800 is 
listed.  From this list, a special list was made of all Nebiker’s named Hans or a variation 
of that name such as Johannes, Johan, or compound names such as Hans Georg or Hans 
Jakob.  Those born between 1700 and 1745 were listed and are shown in Table 1. This 
was thought to bound the time when Hans Nebiker of America would have been born 
since he married a 15-year-old girl in 1755. This table shows that there are 30 people 
born in this time frame with the name of Hans or a derivative name.  For each of these 
men, the death date is listed if known.  These obviously cannot be Hans Nebiker of 
America.  For some of the others, marriage dates and birth dates for their children are 
given.  These people probably are not the Hans Nebiker of America if they were having 
children born in Switzerland at the time Hans lived in America or after he was married in 
America. For those having children born prior to the time he married in America, it is less 
certain that one of them is not the American Hans, but nevertheless somewhat unlikely, 
depending on the dates involved.  After accounting for all of the Hans Nebikers by this 
means and evaluating ages and marriages, (discarding those born before 1710) two 
people remain where there is insufficient information to know if they are or are not the 
Hans being looked for.  These two men were cousins and were both born in Eptingen.  
Either could logically be the Hans Nebiker of America. 
 
 To further determine which of these men most likely is the American Hans, 
family records in America were evaluated.  Lucas Nebeker Jr. maintained a “ledger 
book” where family information was entered.  An entry that has always been puzzling 
states that “Grandma’s name was Sitler”.  This obviously is not true, since his 
grandmother’s name, through research by various people including professional 
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genealogists at both Salt Lake and the Old Swedes Church in Wilmington, has been 
shown to be Maria Stilley.  Although her last name is spelled Stlty in the marriage record 
at the Old Swedes Church, researchers who have evaluated the data are uniform in their 
agreement that the name is Stilley.  The meaning of the entry in the ledger book has  
therefore always been confusing and difficult to understand.  However, by comparing this 
with the Swiss records, we find that the mother of one of the Hans Nebikers of 
Switzerland was Spitler, very similar to the Sitler of the Lucas Nebeker Jr. record.  The 
question as to whether or not the Lucas Nebeker record had confused his grandmother’s 
name with that of his great grandmother was therefore considered.   
 
 Research on the Johannes Nebiker of Eptingen eventually showed that his father, 
Vith Nebiker had three wives, Margareth Spitler, Anna Grieder, and Barbara Iten. Hans 
had a full sister, Anna Maria, who was born before him.  Anna Maria and her husband 
had a child born in Eptingen and then later moved to America where they settled in 
Pennsylvania.  Further research showed that witnesses at the baptisms for Hans Nebiker 
of America’s children included Bastion Mangold and George Sikler.  The Mangold 
family is common in the area of Switzerland where Hans lived, and Sebastian Mangoldt  
is shown to be an immigrant to America arriving on 4 Oct. 1751.  Sikler is remarkably 
similar to Sitler.  This connections, though circumstantial, led to the conclusion that 
Johannes Nebiker of Eptingen likely moved to America as his sister did and became the 
Hans Nebiker of America.  A census of the parish at Eptingen in 1774 shows that Hans’ 
stepmother, Barbara Iten, widow of Vith Nebiker and her son Martin are still living in 
Eptingen, but no mention is made of Johannes.  No confirmation or death date for him 
has been found.  Attempts to locate him in Pennsylvania near the residence of his sister 
and her family also have been unsuccessful.  
 Based on the following circumstantial information, the Johannes Nebiker born in 
Eptingen Switzerland on 5 Oct 1727 is believed to be the same person as Hans Nebiker of 
Newport Delaware: 
 

1.  He is one of only two Hans Nebikers located to date who is an acceptable    
candidate. 

 
 2. His birth date fits more closely than any other person located to date.  
 
 3.  The witnesses at his children’s baptisms fits with a Swiss origin. 
 

4.  Migration to America was not a strange concept to him.  His sister, Anna 
Maria Newiker, her husband Hans Jacob Schaffner, and their daughter Anna left 
Eptingen and moved to America. 

 
5.  The Lucas Nebeker ledger book implies the name of his mother as a family 
name.  

 
 
 


