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Chapter 6 
 
 

KELLY 
  
  
  

                            
  
  
  
   

O'Kelly                        Douglas 
  
  
 The name Kelly (and/or O'Kelly) is the second most common name in Ireland with about 
50,000 people of that name today.  The Kellys do not all descend from a common ancestor.  The 
name O'Kelly is the anglicized form of O'Ceallaigh or O'Caollaidhe.  The name is found throughout 
Ireland and comes from a variety of origins.  It is most commonly found in the Counties of: Galway, 
Meath, Leix, Derry, Antrim, Wicklow and Sligo.   
  
 Our ancestor, John Kelly was born in 1806 someplace in Ireland and came to Canada as a 
young single man.  He probably came with his parents, brothers and sisters.  In the early parish 
records in, and around, Ottawa there are a number of Kellys.  Many of these may have been related 
to John but we are not certain of any family relationships. There was a Martin Kelly and his wife 
Bridget Hough living in the area and we have wondered if they could have been the parents of our 
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John Kelly.  We do not know the ages of this couple but John and Mary had a son named Thomas 
Martin and two daughters named Bridget.  
  
 There was also an elderly man named William Kelly and his wife Anne Kelly who lived 
near Ottawa at that time.  It is possible they may have been John's parents.  This couple had a son 
named William who married Jane Cassidy and they lived very close to our John Kelly's family.  In 
the same area was another man named Thomas Kelly and his wife Bridget Kilduff.  These Kelly 
families seemed to live close enough to each other that they were likely brothers but no relationship 
has been proven.  There were other Kellys in the nearby parishes but the above families seemed to 
be especially close.   
  
 Between 1826-1832, John By, an Engineer with the British military, was in charge of 
constructing the Rideau Canal to connect the Ottawa River with Kingston, Ontario (which is located 
on the shores of Lake Ontario, near the spot where the St. Lawrence River leaves the lake).  It was a 
monumental endeavor requiring thousands of men to do the manual labor with pick and shovel.  As 
was a common case throughout history, the residents who could obtain “good jobs” would not be 
willing to do this kind of strenuous physical labor.  But, the poor Irish immigrants, who could not 
get those preferred jobs, were willing to dig this canal as it was about the only work they could find.  
It was terribly taxing on their physical strength, but because the job was paying for healthy, able-
bodied workers, a huge influx of Irish men, followed by Irish women, flocked to this area.   
 
 The canal’s northern terminus on the Ottawa River ran through a series of locks to lower 
boats to the river’s level.  At that point, a new town sprang up, which was originally called, Bytown, 
in honor of John By.  But the name of the village was later changed to Ottawa, and today this tiny 
village is the capital of Canada.  After the completion of the canal, many of the Irish families 
remained in the area, spread out and began logging the woods and then farming the land.  A 
considerable number moved north, across the Ottawa River and up the Gatineau River to find new 
homesteads in that area.  A sawmill was built on a tributary to the Gatineau River and the village of 
Wakefield sprang up around it.   
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Village of Wakefield on the Gatineau River in Wakefield Township, Gatineau Co. Quebec 
 



 78 

 
 

Low, Wakefield & Hull Townships in Gatineau County, Quebec 
McDonalds lived in Low; Kellys in Wakefield; Sullivans in both. 
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 Our John Kelly came to Canada in about 1825.  At that time the records were pretty scarce 
in Canada and even more so in Ireland.  With a common name like John Kelly, it is unlikely we will 
be able to trace him back into Ireland.  John would have been a young man of about nineteen when 
he came to Canada.  We don't know where he first settled but he was living in Wakefield Township 
of what is now Gatineau County, Quebec by 1831.  This territory had just opened up to settlement 
in the 1820's and John would have been an early settler in the township.  He was able to obtain a 
nice parcel of land for little money but for a great deal of hard work. 
  
 The first Roman Catholic Church in this part of the country was the Basilique Cathedral 
Notre Dame in Ottawa.  The parish register for this church began in 1829.  Prior to that time this 
area was probably served by a traveling Priest of a mission.  We have not been able to locate any 
records for this area before that date. 
  
 We don't know where John Kelly met and married Mary Douglas but it may have been 
somewhere to the east, perhaps closer to Montreal.  We have found no mention of any "Douglas" 
families in our search of the various parishes around the Ottawa area. Neither have we found a 
record of their marriage.  It was typical for couples to marry in the bride's parish but then move to 
make their new home near the groom's family. 
  
 Douglas is one of the most prominent names in all of Scottish history.  This was a powerful 
clan on the southern Scottish boarder next to England.  At times the Douglas's rivaled the Stuarts for 
the thrown of Scotland.  It is easy to see that, at the time of the oppression of the clans, a family as 
powerful as the Douglas's might have drawn more than their fair share of persecution.  Great 
numbers of Scots moved to Ireland in the 17th and 18th centuries and our Douglas family was 
probably among that number.    
  
 We don't know where in Ireland Thomas Douglas was born, nor where he married and 
raised his family.  At this time we don't even know the names of his wife nor any of his children 
except for his daughter, Mary.  Thomas was born somewhere in Ireland in 1789.  He would have 
married some time about 1810-12.  His daughter, Mary was born about 1813 and the family came to 
Canada before 1830.  We still don't know where they settled in Canada.  Thomas's wife died before 
1851 as he was shown as a widower, living with his daughter at that time in Wakefield Township, 
Gatineau, Quebec.  Other than this little bit of sketchy information, we know nothing about our 
Douglas ancestors.  Either Mary was an only child in this family or the Douglas's lived in a parish 
some distance from Ottawa. 
  
 The earliest record we have of John and Mary (Douglas) Kelly is in the Notre Dame 
cathedral register, in Ottawa, on Christmas day, 1831.  On that day John and Mary had their first 
child christened.  Her name was Rose Anne Kelly.  Because she was the oldest child we estimate 
the marriage date for the parents to be about 1830, somewhere in Quebec or Ontario.  
  
 The family was already situated in Wakefield, some 25-30 miles to the north, up the 
Gatineau River, from Ottawa.  Still, the Notre Dame Cathedral was the closest Catholic Church and 
so the family made the long trek in the winter to have the baby baptized.  The entry for the baptism 
of each of the children clearly gives the parent's names including the Mother's maiden name.  From 
this we can be sure of our family relationships. 
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Notre Dame Basilica in Ottawa, Ontario 
As it appears today 
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Notre Dame interior 
This replaced the original structure in which our Mary Kelly was baptized in 1833. 
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 The next entry for this family is even more important as it was for the baptism of our 
ancestor, Mary Kelly, born 8 March 1833 at Wakefield and baptized on 22 March 1833 at Notre 
Dame Cathedral in Ottawa when she was just fourteen days old.  Again, the long trip in cold 
weather with such a young baby was undertaken because of their devotion to their religion and love 
for their new little daughter.  One wonders if the Mother was up to making that long journey by 
buggy or sled over rough, frozen or muddy roads.  No sooner was the baptism completed then they 
turned around and headed home again.  [The birth date for Mary was not given in this record but 
was listed in her death certificate.] 
  

 
 

1833 -- March 22  Mary Kelley lawful daughter -- John Kelley & Mary Douglas 
Basilique Cathedral Notre Dame, Ottawa        [GS: 1,301,756] 

  
 In the same parish record we find the baptisms for the following children of John and Mary 
(Douglas) Kelly.  In some cases the birth date was not recorded.  [No birth nor baptism record was 
found for child #6, John.  However, he is listed in the 1851 census as a 12 year-old member of this 
family and listed in the order shown below, between Helen "Ellen" and Thomas "Thos".  We have 
therefore inserted his name into the proper family order.]: 
  
   Name  Birth date  Baptism date 
  1.  Rose Anne     Nov 1831  25 Dec 1831 
 * 2.  Mary   8 Mar 1833  22 Mar 1833 
  3.  Richard      2 Oct 1834 
  4. Bridget    13 Mar 1836 
  5. Helen  25 Apr 1838   6 Jan 1839 
  6.  John                1839 
  7. Thomas  16 Nov 1841  13 Apr 1842 
  
 In the 1842 Quebec census for Wakefield Township, Ottawa (Gatineau) County only the 
"heads" of families were listed by name.  Then a count of the household residents was given along 
with other interesting information.  From this record we learn that John Kelly was a farmer and a 
member of the Roman Catholic faith.  He was born in Ireland but had been in Canada for 17 years 
(meaning he immigrated about 1825).  There were 12 people living in his home at that time: 7 
children, all born in Canada and 5 adults born in Ireland.  It appears that in addition to his own 
seven children, he also had his parents or his wife's parents living with them  [GS: 1,375,935]. 
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St. Paul Catholic Church in Aylmer, Quebec 
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 In 1841, St. Paul, a new parish, was built in Aylmer, Quebec.  This had the advantage of 
being on the north side of the Ottawa River but a few miles further west.  The distance to the new 
parish was at least as great but solved the problem of crossing a large river.  The Kelly family began 
attending the new parish.  We find the following child baptized here: 
  
  8. Mathew     Jun 1843  19 Sep 1843 
   
 In this parish register we also find the births of children for other Kelly families who were 
probably closely related.  Our John Kelly was a sponsor (godfather) for a daughter of Thomas & 
Bridget Kelly.  There were also children baptized for William & Jane Kelly; Michael & Phobea 
Kelly and Daniel & Catherine Kelly.   
  
 In about 1845, John and Mary had two sons (probably twins) who we found listed in the 
1851 census as both being six years old, but for whom we have not found a baptismal record.  These 
would appear to be their 9th and 10th children and were named Edward and James Kelly. 
  
 Enough immigrants were now settling in Gatineau County (which back then was called 
"Ottawa County" and was sometimes thought of as part of Ontario, rather than Quebec) that a new 
church was built which was even closer than either of the prior parishes.  St. Etienne (St. Stephen) 
in Old Chelsea, Quebec began their parish register in 1845.  This parish was very convenient as it 
was only about ten miles away from the Kelly home.  At St. Etienne we find the family was still 
growing with the following baptisms recorded:  
   
  11. Thomas Martin  11 Dec 1846  13 Dec 1846 
  12. Anne     Jan 1849  25 Feb 1849 
  13. Bridget     Jan 1849  25 Feb 1849 
  
 The fact that child number 11 was named Thomas when they already had another child 
named Thomas (#7) probably indicates the death of the older sibling.  The same is true of Bridget 
(#13) receiving the same name as her older sister (#4).  There were several epidemics of Cholera 
that swept through the area at different times and such a disease claimed the lives of hundreds of 
people.  The parishes did not always keep accurate records of all deaths and burials and none have 
yet been found for these children.   
 
 The two youngest girls listed above were also a set of twins and were probably the second 
set of twins in this family.  The dear little mother, Mary Douglas Kelly was just 36 years old at this 
time.  She had born 13 children in just over 17 years and she was not done yet.  In addition it 
appears she had probably buried at least two of her children.   
 
 The first Canadian census to list all residents of a household was taken in 1851.  This is a 
very interesting census for this family.  We find this on page 11 of the Wakefield Township listing, 
for Ottawa (Gatineau) County, Quebec.  Their two oldest known daughters, Rose Anne and Mary 
Kelly were married prior to this time.  Their next oldest daughter, Bridget (#4) who would have 
been 15 years old, probably died before 1849.  She was not listed in this census.  Also missing is 
Thomas Martin (#11) who would have been almost five years old at that time, but who had 
probably also died before this census was taken.   
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St. Stephens (St. Etienne) in Old Chelsea, Quebec 
The Kelly family attended here for a time after St. Pauls in Aylmer, and before the construction 

of St. Camillus in Farrellton, Quebec.  Several Kelly children were baptized here. 
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            Name             Occupation            Birth            Religion        Age       Sex 
     John Kelly, Esqr      Farmer              Ireland           R. Cath.     X 45          M 
     Mary Kelly                                             "                     "            X  38           F 
     Richd Kelly              laborer              Canada                "                18          M 
     Ellen Kelly                                             "                      "                13          F 
     John Kelly                                              "                      "                12          M 
     Thos Kelly                                              "                      "                 11         M 
     Mathw Kelly                                           "                      "                  9          M 
     Edwd Kelly                                             "                      "                  6          M 
     Jams Kelly                                              "                       "                 6          M 
     Bridget Kelly                                         "                       "                 3           F 
     Anne Kelly                                            "                        "                3            F 
      Jane Kelly                                             "                        "                2           F 
     Thos Douglas       Blacksmith           Ireland                  "       Wr   62         M 
 
     Patk Sullivan         laborer                       "                      "           X  28         M 
     Mary Sullivan                                   Canada                  "           X  18          F 
     John Sullivan                                          "                       "                 1          F 

1851 census of Wakefield twp, Gatineau Co. Quebec 
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 Notice that Mary (Douglas) Kelly's father, Thomas Douglas, was a 62 year old widower 
(Wr) living with this family.  His occupation was that of a Blacksmith helping out on the family 
farm.  Also, living with them and working on the farm was Patrick Sullivan who had married their 
daughter, Mary Kelly; and their oldest child, John Sullivan was already one year old.  An error was 
made in showing this baby as a "Female".  [The "X" just prior to a person's age indicated that person 
was married.] 
 
 In 1850, yet another parish was opened up due to the rapid growth of the area.  Most of the 
residents were Irish Catholic immigrants.  These were people who were willing to work hard for a 
piece of land they could call their own.  Even in this land of new opportunities and mixed 
nationalities, these Irish immigrants were not always welcomed.  Consequently, they seemed to 
congregate where other Irish settlers had already made a home.  The great potato famine from 1845-
48 had caused a tremendous migration of Irish settlers to this area in a very short period of time.  
Even after the famine ended, thousands of others continued the flow of migration to reunite families 
that had been recently divided.  There were now many residents in Wakefield Township, with some 
new pioneers pressing further to the north and northwest into Low Township.  The new Church was 
built at Farrellton, Quebec and given the name of St. Camillus (or St. Camille).  This parish was a 
welcome change for the local residents who now could travel to church just a few miles away rather 
than the long distances previously required.  St. Camille parish lists the births and baptisms for the 
last three known children of John and Mary (Douglas) Kelly [GS 1,031,874]: 
  
  14. Jane 25 Nov 1850  16 Feb 1851 
  15. Robert 22 Mar 1853   5 Apr 1853 
  16. William 23 Aug 1855  27 Aug 1855 
  
 Suddenly, after this date in 1855 the family dropped out of the known records.  The fact that 
virtually all (except for three of the daughters) disappeared from the records would seem to indicate 
they moved to some unknown location.  Mary was about 42 years old when the youngest known 
child was born.  If they moved to a new home it is possible that Mary still could have had additional 
children beyond those listed here. 
  
 Three daughters of John and Mary Kelly married locally and remained in the St. Camille 
parish.  The first two of these were married before the 1855 disappearance but the third daughter 
was married there in 1860.  This might indicate that the family had moved away but kept in close 
contact with their old friends and family and came back to visit occasionally.  The only known 
marriages for any of the children of this family were as follows: 
  
 Rose Anne Kelly md John Medley  26 Apr 1847 St. Etienne, Hull, Gatineau, Quebec 
 Mary Kelly  md Patrick Sullivan about 1848-9, wedding location unknown 
 Helen Kelly  md John Cahill 19 Jul 1860 St. Camille, Farrellton, Quebec 
  
 An interesting note in the marriage of Rose Anne Kelly to John Medley, in the St. Etienne 
(St. Stephen) parish is that they were both young (she was 15) and they needed their parents 
permission but they also had to get special authorization from the Bishop in Ottawa because of the 
“Law of Consanguinity", meaning they were cousins to one another—perhaps distant cousins.  The 
Medleys and the Cahills were also related as John Cahill's mother was Mary Medley.  [John Cahill 
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came from a large family and two of his younger brothers, James and Patrick, married daughters of 
Andrew and Emily McDonald: Catherine and Mary McDonald.] 
  
 Mary Kelly-- The only child of John and Mary (Douglas) Kelly we know very much about 
was their daughter, Mary Kelly.  She was the second oldest child.  She was born in Wakefield 
Township, Gatineau (Ottawa) County, Quebec on 18 March 1833. [Her death certificate indicates 
1830 for her birth but this is incorrect.] 
  
 At about age 16 she eloped with Patrick Sullivan who had moved to Ottawa County, 
Quebec from County Cork, Ireland.  Their Grandson, Tom McDonald tells the story this way: 
  

"Mothers Mother was a Irish girl her name I don't recall (Mary Kelly).  She run away with 
Pat (Sullivan) and they home steded on the Geatnue rivers shore above whare Andy and 
Emley (McDonald) left it.  They rased nine boys and six girls.  The youngest was a little 
fellow three feet and 1/2 high.  He played in Mut and Jeff for many years." 

 

 
Mary Kelly (age about 17) with her first baby and her husband Patrick Sullivan  
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 Mary Kelly married Patrick Sullivan in about 1849.  It appears that their Grandson, Tom 
McDonald, was right about them running away to get married.  We have not yet been able to find 
any record of their marriage.  
  
 More will be given about the children of Mary and Patrick Sullivan in Chapter 7.  Here we 
will just mention that Pat and Mary had 16 children, 15 of whom lived to maturity, and most of 
them moved with their parents to Wisconsin. 
 
 In 1884 the Sullivan family packed up and moved from Quebec to Wausau, Marathon Co., 
Wisconsin.  It seems at least one of their sons had gone on ahead and found work there, and the rest 
of the family decided to follow.  Pat and Mary remained in Wausau for the rest of their lives.  Pat 
died there sometime before 1900. 
  
 In the 1900 census for Wausau City, Marathon Co., WI [p.69; Enumeration Dist. 98; sheet 
#15] Mary Kelly Sullivan was still living with three of her children: Dennis, James and Annie.  
Mary said she was born in March 1831 (actually 1833) and was 69 (67) years old.  She had been 
married for 52 year; had 16 children, 15 of whom were still living.  She was born in "Canada East" 
(Quebec) and both her parents were born in Ireland.  She had come to the USA in 1884 and had 
been here for 16 years at that time but had not become a naturalized citizen.  She could read and 
write and owned her own home free and clear.  Her two sons were teamsters and her daughter was 
unemployed at that time. 
  
 

 
 

1900 Census for Wausau, Marathon Co., WI.   9 June 1900.   
Enumeration Dist. 98; Sheet #15;  page 69A; line 11-14. 

  
 
 Mary Kelly Sullivan died in Wausau, WI on 16 March 1903 and was buried in the Wausau 
Cemetery.  Prior to that time she had been living at 207 Lincoln Road in Wausau.  She died of "old 
age & Asthma".  Her death certificate indicated that she was 73 years and 8 days old having been 
born on 18 March 1830 (should be 8 March 1833).  Having found the actual parish record of her 
baptism, we know she was born in 1833.   
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Death Certificate for Mary Kelly Sullivan.   

Died 16 Mar 1903, Wausau, Marathon County, WI. 
 



 91 

 
 
 

Chapter 7 
 
 

SULLIVAN 
  
  
  
  

 
  
  
   
  
 Sullivan (and/or O'Sullivan) is the third most common name in Ireland behind Murphy and 
Kelly.  The Sullivans are concentrated in Counties Cork and Kerry in Southwestern Ireland.  
Sullivan is the most common name in these two counties and almost ninety percent of all Sullivans 
in Ireland still live in this area. 
  
 "The two branches of the O'Suileabhain sept from which the Sullivans and O'Sullivans 
descend were known as O'Sullivan Mor and O'Sullivan Beare.  The stronghold of the former was in 
the barony of Dunkerron South in Co. Kerry, while the latter held sway on the other side of the 
estuary of the Kenmare River in West Cork in the baronies of Bear and Bantry overlooking Bantry 
Bay and on Bear Island." [Irish Family Names by deBreffny.] 
  
 We do not know much about our Sullivans back in Ireland.  Family tradition indicates that 
they came from County Cork, which would certainly agree with the above information.  Aunt Mary 
McDonald, on her Mother's death certificate, also indicated that she understood that her 
Grandfather, Patrick Sullivan, came from County Cork.  But, Uncle Bill McDonald said that his 
Grandfather came from Tipperary, which touches the Northeast corner of County Cork.  He says: 
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"Now Patrick Sullivan came (to Canada) from County Tiperary, also age 17 (same age as 
Andrew McDonald).  He made his home about 4 miles from Andy McDonald.  They 
married and raised their famileys there.  Whether they came together from Ireland or not I 
am not shure but I believe they did." 

 
  

 
Irish farms in County Cork look much like this. 

  
 We have not been able to find a passenger's list for the ship that brought them to Canada so 
we do not know the names of Patrick's family members but, being only 17, it is very likely that he 
came with some, or perhaps all, of his parent’s family.   
  
 In Wakefield and Low Townships, where Pat settled, there are a few other Sullivan (and 
several O'Sullivan families).  Patrick lived close to a Denis Sullivan (who we feel was his brother).  
Denis Sullivan named his first, and only son, Jeremiah and Patrick gave his second son the same 
name.  This makes us wonder if Denis and Patrick may have been the sons of a Jeremiah Sullivan.  
We would like to find the passenger list for their ship, which would hopefully list all family 
members sailing together on their voyage to Canada.  It might also mention a young man named 
Andrew McDonald.  Few passenger lists have been kept from that era and not knowing the date nor 
ports involved, it is unlikely we will be able to find such a list.   
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A typical peasant farmhouse in County Cork. 

Patrick Sullivan would have been raised in a similar home. 
  
 Patrick Sullivan was born about 1823-26 in Ireland (probably County Cork).  If he was 
about 17 years old when he sailed to Canada then he would have arrived about 1840-44 and just 
prior to the great potato famine of 1845-48.  [However, we did not find him in Wakefield or Low 
township in the 1842 census.] 
   
 After his arrival in Low Township, Ottawa (Gatineau) County, Quebec, Pat met a young girl 
named Mary Kelly, the daughter of John and Mary (Douglas) Kelly.  Her family had already been 
living in the area since 1825.  We do not have a specific record of their marriage but as previously 
related, in Chapter 6, her Grandson Tom McDonald wrote this story: 
  

"Mothers Mother was a Irish girl her name I dont recall (Mary Kelley).  She run away with 
Pat and they home steded on the Geatnue rivers shore above whare Andy and Emley left it.  
They rased nine boys and six girls.  The youngest was a little fellow three feet 1/2 high.  He 
played in Mut and Jeff for many years." 

  
 Patrick Sullivan and Mary Kelly were married sometime about 1848-49. We don't know 
exactly where or when they were married.  The St. Camille parish church in Farrellton, Quebec was 
not completed until 1850 and we have not been able to find a record of their marriage in the other 
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parishes close by.  The St. Camille parish does contain the record of the births of all but the first of 
the Sullivan children and it is interesting to note the names of several of the Godparents, many of 
whom were probably their aunts and uncles [GS: 1,031,874]:  
 

 Name  Birth Baptism Sponsors  
John           abt 1850    
Jeremiah 10 Sep 1852 26 Sep 1852 Rose Kelly 
Ellenor 11 July 1854  4  Sep 1854  
Patrick             Aug 1856 19 Oct 1856  
Matthew            Aug 1858 20 Sep 1858 Thomas Kelly 
Andrew            July 1860 12 Aug 1860  
Thomas   6 Mar 1862 15 Mar 1862  
Michael  17 Oct 1863 18 Oct 1863              William Kelly & Bridget Kelly 
Mary Agnes  29 Jun 1865 16 July 1865 John & Ellen Sullivan 
Rose Theresa        abt 1867 
Denis Joseph    2 Sep 1868 19 Sep 1868 Denis Sullivan 
William Patrick 16 Mar 1870 20 Mar 1870  
James Robert  15 Apr 1872 21 Apr 1872  
Jeremiah     1 Aug 1873 10 Sep 1873 
Elizabeth Jane 17 Mar 1875 21 Mar 1875 Martin Kealy & Jane Kelly 
Annie        Oct 1877 

  
   

 Their oldest son, John Sullivan, was born about 1850 but was probably baptized prior to the 
beginning of the St. Camille parish record.  Most of their other children's baptismal records can be 
found there.  For some reason, their daughter Rose Teresa Sullivan's baptismal record was not 
found.  The record that is available to us through the Genealogical Society ends in 1877.  Pat and 
Mary's youngest daughter was born later that fall.  Her baptismal record was probably recorded but 
is not available to us at this time.  We found her in the census record of 1881. 
  
 Their oldest son was named John, after his mother's father.  The second son was name 
Jeremiah and he was probably named for his paternal grandfather.  This is the reverse order of what 
we would expect but the naming was sometimes done in that order.  The third son was named 
Patrick after his own father.  The oldest daughter (and our ancestor) was named Eleanor.  This could 
well have been the name of Patrick Sullivan's Mother.  The second daughter was named Mary, 
which was the name of her maternal Grandmother as well as of her own Mother. Again, if we could 
find the ship's passenger list we might find the family of a Jeremiah and Eleanor Sullivan on board.  
It is just speculation but these are probably the names of Patrick Sullivan's parents. 
  
 The 1851 census is very interesting in that it lists Patrick Sullivan's family living with his in-
laws, John and Mary Kelly.  Next door to this family was the Skillen family with their new son-in-
law, Denis Sullivan.  Here we have Denis and Patrick Sullivan living side by side, which supports 
our belief that they were brothers.  At that time all of these families were living in Wakefield 
Township of Ottawa (Gatineau) County.   
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 The 1861 census for Low Township, Ottawa (Gatineau) County, Quebec, lists the following 
families on page 272 & 286: 
  
 
   Name  Place of Birth Age Sex Status 
 * Sullivan,  Patrick Ireland 35 M md 
 *    "  Mary County Ottawa 28 F md 
     "  John " 9 M 
     "  Jeremiah " 8 M 
 *    "  Ellen " 7 F 
     "  Patrick " 6 M 
     "  Mathew " 3 M 
     "  Andrew E. " 1 M 
  Kelly,  Bridget " 13 F 
  
  Sullivan,   Dennis Ireland 40 M md 
     "  Catherine Ireland 25 F md 
     "  Jerry Can. East 8 M 
  
 Note that the above family of Patrick and Mary (Kelly) Sullivan had a 13 year old girl, 
Bridget Kelly, living with them at that time.  This girl was a younger sister of Mary's. We do not 
find the John and Mary Kelly family living in Low Township after 1855.   
  
 There was another Patrick Sullivan, age 40 with a wife, Catherine and children: John, 
Catherine and Jeremiah in the same area.  The names are very similar but no known relationship 
exists.  There were also some "O'Sullivans" in the same area and they also used the same given 
names in their families.  However there is no reason to believe they were related.  Having 
O'Sullivans near by may explain why Tom McDonald thought his Grandfather's name was "Patrick 
O'Sullivan".  In the 1871 census for we find our families on pages 15, 16 & 20: 
  
 
   Name  Place of Birth Age Sex Status 
 * Sullivan,   Patrick Ireland 45 M md 
 *    "  Mary O 38 F md 
     "  John Que 19 M 
     "  Jeremiah " 18 M 
 *    "  Elenor " 16 F 
     "  Patrick " 14 M 
     "  Mathew " 12 M 
     "  Andrew E. " 10 M 
     "  Thomas " 8 M 
     "  Michael R. " 6 M 
     "  Mary A. " 4 F 
     "  Rose Teresa " 3 F 
     "  Dennis Joseph " 2 M 
     "  Wm. Patrick " 1 M 
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  Sullivan,  Dennis Ireland 55 M md 
     "  Catherine " 33 F md 
     "  Jeremiah Que 18 M 
  
 Patrick and Dennis Sullivan were Irish, Catholic and farmers.  They each lived in a one-
story log home.  With all the children in Pat's family the log home must have been a tight fit.  Their 
16 year-old daughter, Eleanor "Ellen" was surrounded by a family of boys.  Her next closest sister 
in this census was only 4 years old at that time, a difference of 12 years. 
  
 They were still surrounded by other Sullivan and O'Sullivan families, all of whom shared 
the same given names.  Although there is still no known tie of Patrick's family to any of the other 
Sullivan families in the area, one of the neighboring Sullivan families specifically mentioned that 
they were from "County Cork" in Ireland. 
  
 In 1873, just two years after the above census, Jeremiah, the second oldest son of Pat and 
Mary, drowned in an accident on a river close by, probably the Gatineau River.  He was 20 years 
old at that time (even though the parish record says he was 22.) 
  

17 June 1873 buried in the cemetery of this parish: Jeremiah Sullivan, son of Patrick 
Sullivan and Mary Kelly of Lowe.  Deceased by drowning the 24th of May.  Age 22 years.  
Witns: Richard Medly & Robert Kelly. 

  
 Notice that it was about four weeks from the date of the accident until the body was 
recovered and buried.  This must have been an extremely traumatic experience for the whole family 
and particularly for his Mother who was at that time about 5-6 months along in another pregnancy.  
The event was so devastating that the memory of it was passed down through the family traditions.  
Uncle Bill McDonald mentions it as one of the few things he knew about this family: 
  

"Mother's family was large 11, they raised 10.  One was drowned on the River Drive.  I did 
not know the Sullivans as they were gon before I arived on the sean." 

   
 Actually the number of children mentioned above by Uncle Bill represents the number of 
boys they had.  In addition they had 5 girls--16 children in all. 
  
 Less than three months after the funeral, joy replaced sadness when another little boy was 
born into the Sullivan family.  He was given the name of "Jeremiah" to fill the void created by the 
untimely death of his older brother.  This younger boy was more commonly known by the 
nickname of "Jerry".  And he was special in another way.  Not only did he replace his older brother 
but he was also the last boy to be born into the family.  Jerry was a dwarf who stood three and a half 
feet tall.  He made his living in life performing on stage in the comedy routine: "Mut and Jeff". 
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Jerry Sullivan John "Jack" Sullivan Family  

with Jerry Sullivan   c. 1901 in Wisconsin 
  
 After Jerry's birth, the family had two more daughters: Elizabeth Jane born in 1875 and 
Annie in 1877.  In the 1881 census for Low Township, Ottawa Co. pp.2, 5 & 23 we find the 
following families: 
  
   Name  Place of Birth Age Sex Status 
  
 * Sullivan, Patrick Ireland 49 M md 
 *    "  Mary Que 47 F md 
     "  Thomas " 20 M 
     "  Michael " 18 M 
     "  Agnes " 16 F 
     "  Rose " 14 F 
     "  Denis " 12 M 
     "  William " 11 M 
     "  James " 10 M 
     "  Jeremiah " 8 M 
     "  Elizabeth " 6 F 
     "  Anne " 4 F 
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 * McDonald, Michael Que 25 M md 
 *    "  Ellen " 25 F md 
  
  Sullivan,   Denis Ireland 65 M md 
     "  Catherine " 40 F md 
  
  Sullivan,  Jeremiah Que 28 M md 
     "  Mary " 27 F md 
     "  Denis " 8 M 
     "  Jeremiah " 7 M 
     "  Daniel " 5 M 
     "  Catherine " 3 F 
     "  Patrick " 1 M 
  
 Patrick and Mary Sullivan's first six children were no longer living at home with them.  
Their oldest daughter, Ellen Sullivan McDonald was living near by. 
  
 The Denis Sullivan who we have been watching as a probable brother of our Pat had only 
one child, Jeremiah Sullivan, who by this time was grown and had a family of his own.  Notice that 
he continues to use some of the same family names such as Denis, Jeremiah and Patrick.  These 
however, are very common Irish names and do not necessarily prove a family relationship. 
  
 In 1875, at the tender age of 17, Matthew Sullivan was the first of Pat's children to move to 
Wisconsin.  He got a job working as a laborer in the timber industry.  This must have been tough 
work in those days.  It took him five years to convince anyone else in his family to follow him west 
to Wisconsin. 
  
 In 1880, Andrew Edward Sullivan, age 20, decided he would try his luck in Wisconsin.  We 
don't know his original line of work but it may well have been in the logging business.  Eventually 
he became a policeman in Superior, WI. 
  
 In 1883, another of Pat and Mary's sons, Michael Sullivan, at age 19, moved to Wisconsin 
where he worked as a teamster.  He wrote home that the work was good "out west" and in 1884 
almost all of the remaining Sullivan family (except for Ellen Sullivan McDonald) decided to try life 
in Wisconsin.   
  
 There may have been some very lean years for the Quebec farmers as the Sullivans were not 
the only ones to move to Wisconsin at that time.  Two of Andrew McDonald's daughters and their 
families also migrated to Wisconsin at about the same time (Catherine McDonald Cahill and Emily 
McDonald Timmens.) 
  
 Pat Sullivan was 58 years old when he moved west in 1884.  He was not interested in the 
hard life of a lumberjack. He bought a home at 207 Lincoln Road in the City of Wausau.  We don't 
know what other work he may have pursued.  We have no record of Pat after this date but he died in 
Wausau sometime before 1900. 
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 In the 1900 census for Wisconsin we can find several of Pat and Mary Sullivan's children 
spread out throughout the state.  Not knowing the names of the sons-in-law we have not been able 
to locate their daughters.  The following entry shows Mary (Pat’s widow) living with three of her 
children: Denis, James and Annie.  Mary said she was born in March 1831 (it was actually 1833) 
and that she was 69 (67) years old.  She had been married for 52 years; had 16 children, 15 of whom 
were still living (remember that the first Jeremiah had died as a  young man).  She was born in 
“Canada East” (Quebec) and both her parents were born in Ireland.  She said she had come to the 
USA in 1884 and had been here for 16 years but had not become a US citizen.  She could read and 
write and owned her own home free and clear.  Her two sons were teamsters and her daughter was 
unemployed at that time.  
  

 
1900 census for Wausau, Marathon, WI.  E.D. 98,  p.69 

  
   Name  Occupation County Age Status 
  
  Sullivan,  Mary  Marthn 69 md 
     "  Dennis teamster Marthn 30 s 
     "  James teamster Marthn 27 s 
     "  Annie  Marthn 22 s 
  
 
 
  Sullivan,  Jack logger Marthn 48 md 
  
  Sullivan,  Andrew E. paleasman Douglas 39 md 
  
  Sullivan,  Mat. woods labor Oneida 43 s 
  
  Sullivan,  Michal teamster Oneida 36 md 
  
  Sullivan,  Tomas bar tender Ocono 37 s 
  
 Mary continued to stay at her home in Wausau, Wisconsin until her death on 16 March 
1903.  Her cause of death was listed as "Old age and Asthma".  She was buried in the Wausau City 
cemetery (see her death certificate on page 95). 
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Wisconsin counties 
Patrick and Mary Kelly Sullivan lived in Marathon County in center of the state 
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The Michael R. Sullivan family--1895 

Left to right: Lizzie, Jennie, Sophie (wife), Michael R. and Patrick.  Afterwards they had 
at least two additional children: Lorents and Lloyd.  Michael was a teamster in 

Rhinelander, Oneida Co., WI. 
{Michael was a brother of Ellen Sullivan McDonald} 
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Chapter 8 
 
 

THE FAMILY OF MICHAEL McDONALD AND ELEANOR SULLIVAN 
  
  
 
 Eleanor Sullivan, the third child and oldest daughter of Pat and Mary (Kelly) Sullivan, was 
born in Low Township, Ottawa (Gatineau) County, Quebec on 11 July 1854 and was baptized in St. 
Camille's Catholic Church on 4 Sept. 1854.  She grew up as a good friend of Andy McDonald's 
family and lived about four miles up the river from them.  She was only three months younger than 
Michael McDonald and they were childhood friends from their early youth. 
  
 Ellen and Michael would have attended church and school together and were married in St. 
Camille's parish church on 19 September 1880.   
  

  
Michael McDonald Eleanor Sullivan 
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 Their son, Tom, describes life on Stag Creek for the family: 
  

Stag Creek Valley was a buetifull plase in the sommer hundreds of birds every whare  Fur 
bearing animals in the water and on the hills.  Trees of every kind wild red and choke 
cherries red and black rose berries Buternut trees on the hill buternuts are about the size of 
wallnuts we used to gather sacks of them and put them upstairs to dry out. 
 
The winters ware something else Snow started to fall in october and we had about two feet 
by ChristMass  in January the road left the fences and went across the fields  Put on your 
snow shoes if you wanted to leave the beaten path.  Fuebery puff and blow fill up every hole 
with snow. 

  
The men had worked out a fine systom  they tuck the horses to the lumber camps in 
december and came back in March  The Women faught the snow all winter shoveling roads 
to get cattle and horses to water melting snow for water in the house and packing in wood. 

  

       
 

McDonald Road (heading west) 
The scraps of wood piled in the foreground are sitting in the depression made for the 

foundation/cellar of the second home of Andy & Emily McDonald.  It was here, in this home where 
Andy kept a Post Office and sold a few goods. 

Andy’s two hundred acres were mostly to the south (across the road and out of the left side of this 
photo).  The farm in the distance (center of photo) was the western one hundred acres of Andy’s 

farm, which was given by him to his oldest son, Michael McDonald.  On that farm, all of Michael & 
Eleanor Sullivan McDonald’s children were born, including Thomas M. McDonald.  
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 One can see that daily life was not an easy thing, especially for those families whose fathers 
worked in the lumber camps.  Tom tells us that by the time he was born most of the timber had been 
cleared from the area for farm land and the lumber jacks had to go some distance from home to find 
work.  In 1884, when Tom was less than a year old, his own Sullivan Grandparents left the area and 
moved with their children to Wausau, Wisconsin as most of their boys made their living in the 
timber industry.  Wisconsin was still covered with virgin forests that were attractive to the 
lumbermen.  The McDonalds however, were farmers and appreciated the cleared farmland. 
  
 All of Michael and Ellen's children were born while they lived on Andy McDonald's, farm.  
As Andy aged he turned his farm over to his two oldest sons.  Michael received about 100 acres.  
Andy was semi-retired from the farming business and took a job running a Post Office out of his 
home, which was called the Stagsburn Post Office.  Andy was able to read and write and could 
speak a little French.  He was probably one of the few men who could read and that helped him to 
be the post-master for the little community.  He may have had to read the letters to the various 
recipients as few of them could read, including his own children.  Tom McDonald relayed this the 
following explanation: 
  

"I was borne Sept 28th, 1883 at that time the valley was all cleared of tember and a road 
built from it to Ottawa about sixty five miles.  Dad owned the west half of Andys land about 
one hundred and twenty acres.  Andrew was halling the mail from a town called Farrelton 
and keeping the post office.  The creek was called Stag Creek and the Post office, 
Stagsburn." 

  
Another of Mike and Ellen's sons, Bill McDonald, said this: 
  

"He (Andy McDonald) settled on a piece of land by the Gatanue River in the Province of 
Quebeck.  He had quite a ranch their in his time.  My Uncle Tom got the best part of the 
home place.  My Dad got about 100 acres...  

  
"When Andy visited my Dad he would pull his chin whisker and say "by Gob Mike".  My 
dads name was mike.  Grandad had a Post Office and also sold some groceries and also a 
little whiskey." 

  
In another letter from Uncle Bill, he added this detail: 
  

"Dad had 100 acres.  The main road went between our house and barn and the other out 
buildings.  We had to cross the road every time we cared for the stock or did most 
anything." 
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 Michael and his brother, Thomas McDonald shared Andy's farm land and began their 
families.  Each of Mike's and Ellen's children were born while still living on this farm: 
  
   Name  Date of Birth 
  
  Andrew Philip   7 Jul 1881 
  Patrick James   5 Aug 1882 
 * Thomas Michael  28 Sep 1883 
  Mary Rose   3 May 1885 + 
  Anastasia Emily   8 Apr 1886 
  John Joseph  15 Apr 1888 + 
  William Matthew  11 Feb 1890 
  Edward Francis  16 Jul 1891 
  Mary Anne   3 Oct 1894 
  a stillborn baby  ? + 
  
 Three of their children died young.  We know that John Joseph died when he was about one 
and a half years old, on 11 Nov. 1889.  We have not found a death date for Mary Rose but she died 
before the 1891 census.  In 1894 a younger sister was born and given the name of Mary Anne.  One 
child was stillborn.  This left seven children who reached adulthood.   
  

 
On the fourteenth day of May one thousand eight hundred and eighty five, we the 

undersigned priest of this  
parish have baptized Mary Rose, born the third instant, 
legitimate daughter of Michael McDonnell, farmer, and 
Ellen Sullivan of this parish.  The Godfather was Martin 

(?), farmer, of the mission of Lowe, the Godmother 
was Elizabeth McDonald of this parish, who as well as 

the father have declared that they cannot sign. 
This act has been read to the parties.       McCarthy 

Baptismal record of Mary Rose McDonald.     St. Camille. 
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On the twenty fourth day of April one thousand 

eight hundred and eighty eight, we the under 
signed priest of this parish have baptized 

John Joseph, born the fifteenth instant 
legitimate son of Michael McDonnell, farmer 
and Ellen Sullivan of this parish.  The God- 

father was John J. McGoey of this parish and 
the Godmother was Bridget Mulvihill of this 

parish who with us have signed. 
John J. McGoey   Bridget Mulvihill   P. McCarthy 

 

Baptismal record of John Joseph McDonald.    St. Camille. 
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On the twelfth day of November one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty nine, we the under- 

signed priest of this parish have interred in the 
cemetery of this parish the body of John Joseph 
McDonald, son of Michael McDonald, farmer 
and Ellen Sullivan of this parish, who died the 

eleventh instant, aged one year and eight 
months. present Michael Daly and Thomas  

McDonald who have declared that they cannot 
sign.  This act has been read to the parties. 

 

Burial record for John Joseph McDonald.       St. Camille. 
  
  
  
 The youngest known child in this family, Mary Anne, was born on the farm on 3 Oct 1894.  
She was not yet one year old when the family left Andy's farm.  Again, Tom relates the following: 
  

We moved from Stagsburn to a rented plase in 95, stayed there a year and then moved to 
Poltimore about 40 miles from Ottawa on the north side of the Gateneu river.   

  
Dads place there was a mile long and half a mile wide with a creek running down the length 
of it.  One side of the creek was level farm land.  The other a long ridge covered with 
tember.  Hundreds of big maple trees for making maple sugar. 
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Michael McDonald's Poltimore farm land 
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Two original log buildings that were on the Poltimore farm when the McDonalds lived here. 

  

 
Some McDonald Children 

Back row: Patrick J. and Edward F. 
Front row: Thomas M., Anastasia E, and William M. 

Living but not in picture: Andrew P. & Mary A. 
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 The family stayed on the Poltimore farm from 1896 to about 1908.  By that time most of the 
children were old enough to be on their own.  Ed and Mary, the two youngest children, were ages 
17 and 14.  Their son Tom had moved west to Montana to find work and his brother Bill had 
followed him there in 1908.  Mike and Ellen decided it was time for them to move on also.   
 
 They went first to Wisconsin where they visited with some of Ellen's family who they had 
not seen since 1884.  It must have been a great reunion to see them again after so many years.  It is 
unlikely that she had seen any of her family since they moved away some 24 years earlier.  Both of 
her parents had died prior to this visit but she still had several brothers and sisters living in 
Wisconsin.   
  
 When the visit came to an end and it was time to push on to the Montana frontier, it must 
have been another sad parting for Ellen.  This time she knew that she, as well as her brothers and 
sisters, were of an age that it was very unlikely they would ever see each other again.  Although she 
kept close to them through her letters, we know of no indication that she ever saw any of them after 
her move to Montana. 
 

 
Michael and Ellen McDonald in Montana. 
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 The next stop for Michael and Ellen was St. Ignatius in the Flathead Valley in Northwestern 
Montana.  From here their family began to scatter.  Andrew had found a job as a steam engineer, 
working for the railroad in Spokane, WA.  He lived there for only a couple of years (1909-11) 
before returning to Ottawa where he spent the rest of his life.  Anastasia followed Andrew to 
Spokane where she was married on 21 June 1910 to William Baxter English.   
  
 Patrick (or "P.J." as he was called) moved to the Yukon and later to Alaska early in the 
century.  In Anchorage P.J. married Emerelda Longmire some time between 1910-18.  They had 
two children, a son Menifee, born in March 1919, and a daughter Patrice born about 1922.  Later, 
they moved to Fairbanks. 
  
 On 11 April 1918 Ellen's son, Thomas, married Pearl Belle Fitzpatrick in Seattle, 
Washington.  They returned to the Flathead Valley where they raised their family. 
  
 William McDonald joined the US Army and fought in World War I. On 25 Oct. 1920 he 
married Lucinda Keller in Polson, MT.  "Uncle Bill" was a government trapper and raised his 
family in Charlo and Polson, MT.  We are grateful to him for providing much of the information 
given in this history. 
  
 Edward joined the Canadian Army and also fought in the First World War.  He was 
wounded in action and spent some time in a hospital in France.  Later he returned to Alberta where 
he spent most of his life.  Edward never married and eventually moved to Vancouver, BC where he 
died after 1963.   
  
 Their youngest daughter Mary never married but took care of her mother in Spokane, 
Washington where she spent the rest of her life.  Although the youngest, Mary was the first of the 
adult children to pass away in 1945, surviving her Mother by only five years. 
  
 We wish we knew more about each of them, but there are some traits that really stand out in 
this family.  The boys were strong, stout and handsome.  The girls were very beautiful.  They knew 
how to work and didn't rely on anyone else to take care of them.  They were all capable people.  
They knew what they wanted to do in life and they did it. 
  
 Perhaps the trait that stands out most, may be their love and caring for each other.  From 
their early adulthood they were separated by great distances: Ottawa, Anchorage, Polson, Spokane, 
and Beaumont, California.  Yet they made an effort to stay in contact, and they genuinely cared for 
each other, particularly the boys seemed to have very tender feelings toward their sisters and were 
concerned about their welfare. 
  
 In time, Michael McDonald became senile with what may have been something like 
Alzheimer’s disease.  Unable to continue to care for him, he was placed in a nursing type facility in 
St. Ignatius in 1918.  The following year, his wife, Ellen, moved to Spokane to live near her 
daughter Anastasia.  Her other daughter, Mary also moved to Spokane with her. 
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 In 1924 Michael was moved to the St. Patrick's Hospital in Missoula where he stayed for 
two more years and died on 17 Sep. 1926 at age 72.  He was buried in St. Mary's Cemetery in 
Missoula, Montana.  The only marker for his grave is a small, flat piece of concrete that says, 
"Michael McDonald".  This marker is over-grown with grass and is difficult to find. 
  
 Eleanor "Ellen" Sullivan McDonald spent the rest of her life in Spokane near her two 
daughters.  She died there on 29 Jan. 1940 and was buried in the Holy Cross Cemetery in Spokane.   
  
 In a letter written to her son, Tom and his wife Pearl, in 1929 at the death of their daughter, 
Betty, Ellen Sullivan McDonald wrote the following: 
  
  
  
      Spokane, Nov 30, 1929 
  
 Mrs  T.M. McDonald 
 My Dear daughter Pearl 
 and son Tom; 
  

You both have our heartfelt sympathy for the loss of your dear little girl Betty.  I know how 
you feel as I have experienced the selfsame heartache myself more than once. 

  
Your letter came and I put it away until Mary came home at five in the evening.  I handed it 
to her as we were sitting down to supper with the remark: Here is a letter from Pearl, open 
it quick, it seems to be a small one.  She took it as James English (had) been at the table.  
She stood up & read it to herself.  I looked at her & wondered at the delay She made, then 
she drew a long sigh & said: Oh little Betty is gone. 

  
It sure gave me an awful shake because you telling me how much better she was in your 
letter since the attack she had when the Doctor was so pleased to see her getting better.  Oh 
try to not fret for her Pearl for she has escaped all the sorrows & trials of this life & no 
doubts of her having winged her way straight to Heaven.  You see Pearl she had her little 
visit with you of a few short years; then God took her in her innocence & purity.  Who can 
tell, she may have been aware of the home she was going to and perhaps that is why She 
remarked to you She didn't wish to get well. 

  
Her Dad will take it hard for I could see he doted on her but tell him She is not too good for 
God who gave her.  I hope Cora had come before She passed away.  Don will miss his little 
playmate, tho him going to school will keep his mind off same, & Jimmy, poor kid also. 

  
Am glad you laid her with her Grand Dad in Missoula.  When you get the hurry over Pearl 
write me all particulars.  All are well here & am not too bad off myself.  I could be worse.  
Many thanks to you both for the excellent turkey you've sent us.  Also all the nice things you 
gave Mary to bring home.  Every letter I get from Sister Rose Kelly there is news of another 
death in it.  Just after my Bro. Jack's demise my sister Mrs. Collins of Minnesota buried her 
daughter age 15 years.  She had been in (?) for 4 years dying of Tuberculosis.  That makes 
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about 6 or 7 of her children she has buried with different kinds of sickness.  Just imagine her 
sorrow, poor soul. 

  
We are having a great deal of foggy weather, autos smashing into streetcars and plenty (of) 
accidents.  No snow or cold yet. A strange fall here & in other places they are freezing to 
death. 

  
  With love from Mother to you all. 
  
     Mrs. M. McDonald. 
  
  
  
  

 
Ellen Sullivan with granddaughter Betty McDonald 
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Death Certificate of Michael McDonald 
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Betty McDonald Nebeker beside the grave 
of her Aunt Betty McDonald. 
St. Marys Cem. Missoula, MT 

Grave of James William McDonald, son of 
Thomas & Pearl McDonald. 

St. Marys Cem. Missoula, MT 

 
 

 
 
 

Grave of Michael McDonald 
son of Andrew & Emily. 

St. Marys Cem. Missoula, MT 

Grave of William McDonald 
son of Andrew & Emily 

St. Marys Cem. Missoula, MT 
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Death Certificate for Eleanor Sullivan McDonald 
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Chapter 9 
 
 

ANDREW PHILIP McDONALD 
  
  
 Andrew P. McDonald was the oldest child of Michael and Ellen (Sullivan) McDonald.  He 
was born on 7 July, 1881 on the farm of his Grandfather, Andrew McDonald and named after him.  
He was taken to St. Camille's when 17 days old and christened on 24 July 1881. 
  

 
On the twenty fourth day of July one thousand 

eight hundred and eighty one We the undersigned 
priest of this parish have baptized Andrew born 

the seventh inst. of the lawful marriage of Michael 
McDonnell farmer and Ellen Sullivan of 

this parish the sponsors were David Cahill 
and Mary Agnes Sullivan who have declared 
they could not sign, this act has been read to 
the parties                                    P. McCarthy 

Baptismal Record of Andrew P. McDonald.     St. Camille 
  
 Andrew's Godmother was his Aunt, Mary Agnes Sullivan.  This baptism took place three 
years before the Sullivans moved to Wisconsin.  Like his brothers and sisters, Andrew would have 
been too young to remember his Sullivan Grandparents and Aunts and Uncles. 
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 Andrew grew up on the farm near his McDonald grandparents for the first thirteen years of 
his life and would have known them well.  His latter teen years were spent on the Poltimore farm in 
Papineau County, Quebec.  As a young man he went to work early on neighboring farms to help 
support himself and the family.  His brother Bill, who was about nine years younger than Andrew, 
said that by the time he was old enough to start remembering things, his two oldest brothers were 
already away from home working. 
  
 Andrew's daughter, Eileen, submitted the following sketch of his life: 
  
  
 ANDREW P. McDONALD 
 1881-1974 
  

During the period from the 1890's to the early part of this century, Andrew P. McDonald 
had more than his share of adventures and loved to tell stories about this early period in his 
life. 

  
Typical of his age, he entered the work force very early on and also typical of the Canadian 
experience, he sought work in the great gold rush in 1899, as well as looking to Canada's 
booming lumber and railway industries. 

  
As early as 1895-98, A.P. McDonald worked in the great lumber mills on the Gatineau and 
Ottawa Rivers.  He worked as a cooks helper on the lumber tugs that worked the rivers and 
also worked on the great log booms that occurred with each "spring breakup" of the river's 
ice. 

  
In 1898-99 he and his brothers left the Gatineau Hills forever and worked westward to the 
Portland/Seattle area as a prelude to their plan to join in the great Klondike Gold Rush.  It is 
not clear whether he or they actually got to the Klondike but A.P. McDonald eventually 
worked as a fireman on the Kootenay Railway system. 

  
Returning alone to Ottawa in the early 1900's, A.P. worked a number of jobs in steam and 
engineering plants.  In 1907 he married Mabel (Hayes) and almost immediately left again to 
rejoin his brothers out west, intending Mabel to follow later. 

  
He worked his way west as a fireman on a Great Lakes "Laker" steamship but only to Fort 
William, Ontario, where he intended to join the railway.  At Fort William, A.P. contracted 
Typhoid Fever during an epidemic that killed many.  After a lengthy stay in Fort William, 
A.P. recovered (one of the lucky few) and joined the Canadian Pacific Railway as a yard 
and track layer. 

  
Arriving at the Winnipeg yard, he had a serious injury to his chest when a stack of rail bed 
ties fell on him. Hospitalized and not being sure of even living, he sent for Mabel.  By the 
time she arrived (some weeks later), he had recovered and together at last they continued the 
trip to see his brothers. 
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During their trip and while working for a railway in Ohio (Wyoming?), A.P. had the 
dubious honour of visiting "the robbers roost" and the infamous "hole in the wall" outlaw 
gang led by Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid. 

  
A.P. often remarked later that the outlaws he saw were the meanest and drunkest men he 
had ever run across.  Shortly after that he and Mabel made it to Spokane, where he worked 
in the railroad yard at Hillyard, Wash.  Their first child, Lawrence, was born in 1910 in 
Spokane. 

  
Returning to the Ottawa Valley in 1911, A.P. took on the job of homesteading a farm on 
behalf of the wealthy Coulson family, who owned a string of grand hotels in the region.  
This was quite a common method in Canada to earn some income and also take the first 
harvest for private sale.  In turn, the sponsoring family was declared "owners" of the mostly 
cleared land (with usually a small cabin included which would be built by the worker.) 

  
A.P. built a small cabin on Canoe Lake in Algonquin Park, and began the homestead.  
(There were other men "loggers" nearby).  Mid-winter, A.P. contracted Pneumonia (usually 
deadly) and the loggers were left to figure out how to care for him.  The nearest hospital was 
miles away through dense forests, lakes and deep snow. 

  
The loggers finally resorted to tying A.P. to a horse and then stampeding the horse towards 
Pembroke through the wilderness.  After one and a half days, which A.P. could never 
remember much about, the horse made it to North Pembroke, where A.P. was found half 
frozen and near death.  A.P. was hospitalized and surprisingly recovered completely.  
Throughout this period, Mabel had stayed in Ottawa and was unaware of A.P.'s situation. 

  
A.P. built a house in the "country" (now part of Ottawa) for Mabel's health.  While there for 
five years A.P. bought one of the first Ford cars.  Exciting times. 

  
Returning to Ottawa shortly after, A.P. began more conventional work in steam plants and 
engineering facilities, raising his family and ultimately becoming the Chief Engineer at the 
Ottawa Civic Hospital.--1930.  This involved studying and writing exams to earn his 
certification as a certified Stationary Engineer.  By this time he had another son - Roderick, 
1913 and a daughter - Eileen, 1915.  In 1929 Lawrence died of Pneumonia in June - a very 
sad time. 

  
A.P. remained at the O.C.H. (Ottawa Civic Hospital) for 21 years when he retired.  He 
worked as a consultant at the Connor Plant in Hull for 6 months and then built a home in 
Fitzroy Harbor, Ont., Canada and became a gentleman farmer.  He and Mabel then visited 
their son in Chicago and Eileen in Ottawa enjoying the grandchildren. 

  
A.P. also played the violin very well; also would sing the old Irish & shanty songs to his 
family (wife, daughter & grand children).  He had a very strong, deep voice. 

  
 Andrew was the first in the family to marry.  His wife's name was Bridget Mabel Hayes and 
they were married in 1907, in Pembroke, Ontario. 
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Andrew P. McDonald and wife Bridget Mabel Hayes. 
(The two children belong to Mabel's brother.) 

  
  
 In about 1909 Andrew took a job as a steam engineer for the railroad in Spokane, 
Washington.  They were living in Hillyard, a suburb of Spokane, when their first child, 
Lawrence, was born on 2 May 1910.  In the next month, they acted as witnesses for the wedding 
of his younger sister, Anastasia as she married William Baxter English in Spokane. 
  
 In 1911, Andrew and his wife returned to Ottawa where he worked as an Engineer as 
described above.  Their oldest son, Lawrence, died in Ottawa in 1929 at about 18 years of age.  
Andrew and Mabel had two other children who were both born in Ottawa.  Their three children 
were: 
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  John Michael Lawrence  2 May 1910  Spokane, WA 
  Roderick Francis                           14 Feb 1912  Ottawa, Ont 
  Eileen C.                            23 Feb 1915  Ottawa, Ont 
 
  

 
Back: Rod & Maria McDonald, Eileen & Ted Morin 

Front row: Mabel Hayes & Andrew P. McDonald 
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 Mabel died in November 1969 in Ottawa at age 83 and Andrew passed away on 9 
October, 1974 in Ottawa.  He was 93 years old when he died. 
  
 Roy McDonald related the following about his Uncle Andrew P. McDonald after visiting 
him and his family in their home in Ottawa in 1976: 
  

I'm fuzzy about the dates but I recall the good visit.  I was on the executive board of the 
American Nursing Home Association and they had a meeting in Montreal during the 
World's Fair.  I spent one day at the fair, one day at the meeting and one day in Ottawa 
before I returned to Colfax.  Uncle Andy was the oldest of Dad's brothers.  He worked in 
a hospital in Ottawa as a security supervisor.  His family consisted of one daughter, who 
lived in Ottawa and a son who lived in Chicago.  The daughter, Eileen Morin married 
young, had several children and her husband died young so she worked hard to support 
her family and did a good job.  The son (Roderick) was an attorney and lived in Chicago.  
I called him once when I was in Chicago, but had no further contact with him. 

  
I arrived in Ottawa early in the morning.  I had called Eileen and told her I would meet 
her at her parents home about noon that day.  It was about 25 miles from Ottawa so I 
rented a car and drove up there.  They lived in a small village.  When I arrived in town I 
stopped at the village store and asked where Andy McDonald's house was.  They said, 
"You must be the nephew from the States" and all gathered around to shake hands.  They 
were very nice people. 

  
Andy and his wife were very elderly and frail people, but also very nice to me and so 
happy to see me.  They had a two-story house with the kitchen on the second floor.  We 
had a lovely fried chicken dinner and a two-hour visit.  I knew Aunt and Uncle were tired 
because of so much activity so I cut my visit short.  On my way out of town I noticed 
several people standing outside in their yards, they all waived at me.  I'm sure they whole 
village knew that Andy McDonald's nephew from the States was visiting and they made 
me welcome by their good gestures.  I enjoyed the trip.  Both Andy and his wife died 
soon after my visit.  I am so pleased that I got to see them. 

  
 The following letter from Eileen C. McDonald Morin (daughter of Andrew P. McDonald) 
is one of the few documents we have from this side of the family: 
     

Mrs. E. C. Morin 
8 Barlyn Ave., 
Ottawa, K2E 5E1 
 
Jan. 30, 1975 
 
Dear Uncle Bill, 
At last a chance to answer your letter.  After Dad (Andrew P. McDonald) died I was very tired 
as he had been in the hospital for a month and we were with him most of the time so he 
wouldn't be or feel deserted.  Anyway, after everything was over it was time for Christmas.  
So here I am at last. 
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Your son Roy says you are out trapping coyotes and I think that is wonderful.  Dad was very 
mentally alert until the last so it must run in the family.  He talked about the old days a lot so I 
feel as I would know you if I ever get the chance to see you.  I am enclosing a picture of Mom 
and Dad on their diamond wedding anniversary.  It might let you know what he looked like in 
later years.  I think you all look alike.  Birdie Brennan had a picture of your brother Pat and 
sister Statia and I think he looked like you.  I have written to him also. 
 
Most of my children are married and I now have 8 grandchildren.  My last one is 20 years old 
and is at home with me.  I sure miss Dad. 
 
One of my daughters is married to an American Air Force officer and is in Japan for 3 years.  
My son is in the Canadian Air Force and has been in Germany for 4 years.  He will be posted 
back to Canada this year.  This will be nice for me.  I am still working but am glad as it passes 
the time. 
 
Give my love to Roy and his family and lets hope we meet sometime. 
 
Love, and write soon. 
 
Eileen 
 

  
   

 
Andrew & Mabel's 65th 

Wedding anniversary. 1972 
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Chapter 10 
 
 

PATRICK JAMES McDONALD 
  
  
 Patrick, or "PJ" McDonald, as he was normally called, was born on 5 August 1882 at 
their home on Stag Creek, Low Township, Gatineau County, Quebec.  He was the second child 
born to Michael and Ellen McDonald.  When he was only five days old his parents took him to 
the St. Camille Parish in Farrellton to be baptized.   
  

 
On the tenth day of August one thousand eight 

hundred and eighty two We the undersigned priest 
of this parish have baptized Patrick born the fifth 

inst. of the lawful marriage of Michael McDonnell 
farmer, and Ellen Sullivan of this parish the sponsors 

were William McDonnell and Rose Sullivan who 
have declared they could not sign, this act has 

been read to the parties          P. McCarthy 

Baptismal record of Patrick J. McDonald.  St. Camille 
  
 Andrew had turned his 300-acre farm over to his sons.  With three sons it is likely that he 
intended to give each 100 acres.  We know that Andrew's son, Michael McDonald, inherited the 
100 acres on the west side of Andrew's farm.  There was still a lot of work to do in clearing the 
land and providing for the family.  
 
 Being one of Michael's oldest sons, it is likely that PJ was called upon to shoulder a great 
deal of the work on the farm.  
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 PJ grew up near his Grandparents, Uncles, Aunts and cousins.  He would have been 
personally acquainted with Andrew and Emily and close friends with his cousins who lived 
nearby.  He was twelve years old when his father sold the farm.  The family moved to a rented 
place for a year and then moved to Poltimore, Papineau County, Quebec until November 1908. 
  
 Like his older brother, PJ must have started to earn his own way in life at a young age.  
His brother Bill said that while he was growing up, both of his two oldest brothers were pretty 
much grown and working away from home.  PJ became an electrician and moved to Alaska. 
  

 
Patrick James McDonald 

  
  
 At the turn of the century gold had been discovered in Alaska and an economic boom 
changed the course of that territory.  There was a lot of building taking place, particularly in 
Anchorage.  PJ made his way to that part of the world where he spent most of the remainder of 



 127 

his life in either Anchorage or Fairbanks.  Sometime between about 1915-1918, PJ met and 
married a young woman from Missouri.  Her name was Emerelda Longmire.   
 
 

 
 
 

Patrick James McDonald and Emerelda Longmire wedding photo. 
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Patrick and Emerelda had only two children:  
  
  1) a boy named Menifee, Mar 1919  
  2) a daughter named Patrice, about 1922. 
  
   

  
Emerelda and  

Menifee McDonald 
Patrice McDonald 

 and Emerelda 
  
  
 Menifee attended Medical School in Seattle, Washington in the late 1940's.  Eventually 
he moved to Santa Paula, California where he set up practice as a heart specialist.   
  
 We don't know what became of Patrice but understand that she married a man who 
worked for the Department of Interior and they lived on one of the Aleutian Islands for a time, 
and later in life she moved to Coos Bay, Oregon. 
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Menifee and Patrice McDonald 
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Menifee and Patrice McDonald 
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 His nephew, Don McDonald, shared this about "PJ" (Patrick): 
  

I don't have many memories of P.J.  He came to the ranch at Charlo to visit Dad when I 
was about five years old (about 1928).  He was a great storyteller with a laugh like Dad's 
that echoed from place to place.  He brought along a brown bear pelt with about a five-
inch hole in it and told us how he got it.  He was hunting for grouse with a shotgun 
loaded with birdshot.  He walked into a clearing and a brown bear stood up on the other 
side.  Pat said he froze and the bear stood there looking at him for a while and then 
dropped on all fours and charged.  He got within about fifteen feet, stopped and stood up 
again.  After looking at Pat for a short time he started to drop to all fours and Pat shot 
him.  Pat pointed to the hole in the skin and said that was how it all happened. 

 
Pat came down to California one winter after the folks (Tom and Pearl McDonald) had 
retired there.  While he was there they had one of those rare snowstorms that left about 
six inches of snow on the ground.  He said to Dad, "At least we're honest in Alaska.  We 
admit it snows". 

  
Pat came down to Montana during his later retirement years.  He spent some time in 
Polson and then moved into an apartment in Colfax (Washington) that Roy McDonald 
owned.  Roy used to pick him up once a week to shop for groceries.  Roy said he would 
squeeze all the fruit to pick out just the right ones. 

  
Roy said that when he felt that he couldn't live alone much longer he wanted to go back 
to Polson (MT).  Roy took him back and he lived in the St. Joseph facility until he died.  
He is buried in Polson. 

  
 Uncle Bill said that "PJ" died three months short of his 94th birthday.  That would put his 
date of death at about May 1976.   
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Patrick J. McDonald 

7 March, 1940 
Fairbanks, AK 

  
  
  


