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Preface 
 
 
As a young boy, Andy McDonald left home to find his place in the world.  As he made his way to 
Dublin and learned the trade of a shoemaker, as he boarded a ship heading for North America, as he and 
Emily paddled up the Gatineau River to carve a homestead out of the forested wilderness, I wonder if 
he ever thought about us... his future descendants.  And, if so, I wonder if today he is proud of the way 
we turned out to be?  We too wonder about him.  A part of him, and of Emily, still lives on in us.  We 
only wish we knew more about them. 
 
This book is an attempt to find what is available of Andy and Emily McDonald so that we might 
appreciate the sacrifices they made for us.  Through these pages we want to gain a better understanding 
of them and of their children.  In addition, it will specifically feature their son, Michael McDonald, his 
wife, Ellen Sullivan and their family. 
 
Relatively few stories have been preserved about our ancestors and we must therefore rely on what few 
written documents were kept during their lifetime.  This work was written to be thorough and accurate 
as to dates and places and will not read like a novel.  We wish we had more stories to fill in the gaps.  
As a reader, you will have to let your imagination do that work for you.  You will also find a lot of 
repetition in the stories told.  As we tell the stories of succeeding brothers and sisters many of the events 
are retold.  Wanting however, to tell each of their stories individually, and as completely as possible, it 
is hoped that the reader will be understanding about the redundancies. 
 
Whenever possible, photocopies of actual documents have been included as well as the references 
indicating where these have been found.  Some footnotes are shown as: [GS: XXXXXXX].  This 
indicates microfilm numbers from the Genealogical Society in Salt Lake City.  This is now known as 
the Family Records Center and is open to the public at no cost.  These films can also be ordered through 
local Family History Centers. 
 
We have a wonderful heritage that should be known and remembered by each of us.  We also feel an 
obligation to pass that heritage on to succeeding generations so that they might know us and those who 
came before us, that they might better know themselves.  Through the research we feel that we have, in 
part, grown closer to our ancestors.  We just wish we knew them even better.  Our sincere hope is that, 
through reading this book, you too might gain that feeling, understanding and appreciation for these, 
your Grandparents. 
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Introduction 
 

by Roy McDonald 
 
 
 

THE CLAN DONALD, LORDS OF THE ISLES 
 

DESCENDANTS OF SOMERLED, KING OF THE ISLES AND LORD OF ARGYL 
 
 
The sons of Donald lived in the northern part of Scotland in an area known as the Misty Isles.  The 
name was derived from the dense fog that hung over the area and was an excellent defense against 
invaders from the south.  The sons of Donald with their vassal clans controlled a vast area and at one 
time had an army of over 6000 men at their command.  They controlled much of northern Scotland. 
 
Prior to the rise of the clan, the Romans built a wall across northern England to try to keep the Picts and 
Scots out.  The project was a failure as the invaders came around the wall by boat and pillaged wherever 
they wished.  These people lived by the sword as did all those who survived the Romans and the 
English who followed. 
 
Many members of the clan came from Ireland in the fifth century with the blessing of St. Patrick.  These 
immigrants were called celts and were powerful rulers.  They took, as allies, the Vikings from Norway.  
They soon assimilated the viking warriors so all were ruled by the Lord of the Isles, who was Donald.   
 
The clan ruled their Kingdom from about 500 AD to 1500 AD.  About 1500 AD the clan Campbell rose 
to power with the blessing of the English King.  Most of the clan Donald rulers were killed.  The 
Donalds refused to bow to the English ruler.  They defended their religious beliefs against a despotic 
king and lost their kingdom.  Many of them returned to Ireland.   
 
The clan dispersed all over the world and thousands of people are now named McDonald.  Our relatives 
came to a village near Ottawa, Canada.  From Ottawa some of our family moved to the United States, 
while others still live on the home place.   
 
The following book is the work of Donald and Irene McDonald with the help of Lionel and Betty 
McDonald Nebeker.  They picked up the job when this writer found he could not fulfill his wish to 
produce such a book.  We hope the material will be found of interest to the reader.       Roy McDonald 
 
Reference: The Clan Donald by the Reverend A. MacDonald; three volumes published in 1896.  Roy 
McDonald has one complete set. 
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Chapter 1 
 
 

Mac DONALDS  of  SCOTLAND 
 
 

 
 

    
 Our McDonald family is of old Celtic and Viking origin from the highlands and islands of 
western Scotland.  In Scotland the family name was most commonly spelled "Mac Donald" meaning 
the family, clan or descendants of Donald.  "Donald" however, is a more modern version of the 
name.  The Celtic name was originally "Domhnail" and the modern version today would be rendered 
"Donull" meaning "Brown eyes". 
  
 Of all the Scottish clans, the Mac Donalds were by far the most numerous.  So great were their 
numbers that through the years they split into several branches or sub-clans.  Yet throughout history 
they remained surprisingly loyal to each other and dominant over the other highland clans. 
  
 The early Mac Donald chieftains were virtually independent Kings over their own lands and felt 
equal to the Kings of Scotland and England.  On more than one occasion they even attempted to take 
the crown of Scotland. 
  
 All Mac Donald clans trace their origin back to the famous war chieftain, Somerled, Thane of 
Argyll.  During the 1100's most of the western islands and coastal regions of Scotland were controlled 
by Viking Kings.  Somerled was a Celtic chief who married Ragnhildis, a daughter of Olaf, the Norse 
King of the Isle of Man.  In 1135 Somerled helped the Scottish King David by overthrowing the Norse 
domination of western Scotland, including his brother-in-law, Godfrey, who at that time was the King 
of Man.   
  
 Somerled was supported in his battles since the local Celtic people preferred having a Celt for a 
King.  His goals were more selfish than patriotic as Somerled's desire was to reign over this region as 
King of the Islands. He was killed in 1164 while invading King Malcolm IV of Scotland.  
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THE MAC DONALD CLANS OF SCOTLAND 
 

          Fergus MacDubh Gael 
              Lord of Galloway 
           ! 
   Gillebride      Olaf       =   Alfrica MacDougall 
   !      King of Man  ! 
   !                                 ! 
   !    ---------------------------------------------- 
   !    !    ! 
   Somerled  =  Ragnhildis    Godfrey 
    Thane of Argyll   !      King of Man 
     ! 
  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  !     !     ! 
  Dougall    Reginald or Ranald    Angus 
  !     ! 
 Mac Dougall Clan     Donald 
       ! 
   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
   !    !    ! 
   Alexander    Angus Mor    Roderick or Rorie 
      Mac Donald South  Mac Donald North 
       !    ! 
   ---------------------------------------------------------   ! 
   !     !   !  

  !     !   ! 
   Ian     Angus Og   ! 
   MacDonald Clan     !   ! 
   of Ardnamurchan     !   ! 
        !   ! 
 Robert II, King of Scotland     !   ! 
   !     !   !  

  Margaret  =   John Mac Donald  = Ami   
     Stewart  !     Lord of the Isles  ! Mac Rorie  

    !     ! 
     Alasdair Curraich     !   

      Lord Lochaber  ---------------------------------------------- 
     .  !    ! 
     .  Ranald    Ian Og 
     .  Clan Ranald    McDonald Clan 
     Ranald  of North Islands     of Glencoe 
     Mac Donnell Clan  ! 
     of Keppoch          --------------------------------------------------- 
     (Lochaber)              !     ! 
       Donald Ballach    Aluin 
                       !     ! 
    --------------------------------------------------------   Mac Mhic Allan 
    !     ! 
    ?    Alister MacDonald 
    !     ! 
    Clan Ranald     Mac Donell Clan 
    of North Islands     of Glengarry 
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 The Mac Donell's of Glengarry originally spelled their name in the same manner as the other 
Mac Donald clans.  However, in the 17th century this Clan decided to adapt the spelling of their name 
to more closely represent what they felt was the original form of the family name.  They subsequently 
convinced their neighbors to the south, Clan Mac Donald of Keppoch to also use this revised spelling of 
the name and both became Mac Donnell or Mac Donell. 
  
 There were two major migrations of Mac Donalds from Scotland to Ireland.  The first was in the 
13th century when large numbers of their clan went as soldiers to help "liberate" Ireland from the 
English.  At first they met with much success but eventually the army became entangled with both 
English opposition and Irish resentment.  The Scottish King and nobles returned to Scotland leaving 
many of the soldiers to worry about their own transportation home.  A goodly number of these Mac 
Donalds decided to stay and make a new home for themselves in northern Ireland (County Antrim).   
  
 The second large migration was in the 17th century when there was a great deal of persecution 
and subjugation of the "Highland Clans".  Again, County Antrim was not far away for the Mac Donalds 
and many sought refuge there. 
  
 The Scots, and particularly the highland clans, were always difficult for the English to subdue.  
After the unification with England under the Scottish Stuart Kings, they were somewhat more 
cooperative but as the Stuarts were replaced by King William III (of Orange) the Highlanders again 
became a thorn in the side of the English monarchy.  King William could not tolerate that kind of 
insubordination and therefore sought an opportunity to "teach the Highland Clans a lesson". 
  
 He demanded that all subjects sign an oath of loyalty prior to December 31st, 1691.  When Ian 
Mac Donald, Chief of the Mac Donald Clan at Glencoe, was slow to sign the King took advantage of 
the opportunity to make an example of one of the Clans.  He therefore sent an army into Glencoe.  They 
arrived under friendly pretenses and were sheltered in the homes of the Mac Donalds for two weeks 
before the fateful pre-dawn massacre which occurred in February 1692.   
  
 The attacking army consisted primarily of neighboring Campbell Clan members who did not get 
along with the Mac Donalds.  Still, this was a military maneuver under the direction of the British and 
Scottish heads of state and not a highland "feud" between two fighting clans, as has often been said.  
The fact that fewer than 40 Mac Donalds died in the "Massacre" is probably due to the repulsive nature 
of the orders to the Campbell soldiers.  They were instructed to attack and kill all members of the 
families with whom they were dwelling.  Had they carried out their orders the Massacre would have 
been much greater.  Still, it was a terrible event.  Hundreds of Mac Donalds ran from the warmth of 
their homes on that snowy February morning to seek the safety of the high mountain passes.  Many 
suffered greatly from the exposure. 
  
 
 
 
 



 8 

 

 
 

Glen Coe, Scotland.  Site of the "Mac Donald Massacre". 
  
 This attack did indeed have a great effect on the other clans in that they were more careful about 
their professed loyalty to their King.  But they quickly rallied to the banner of "Bonnie Prince Charlie" 
when the opportunity presented itself in the rebellious cause of the Stuart Kings.   
  
 This kind of activity brought about stiff reactions from the Monarchy.  The Clan system of 
government was outlawed, as was the wearing of the Tartans.  A system of highways was built 
throughout the highlands in order to move large numbers of troops rapidly to various trouble spots.  
Forts were built and troops quartered at strategic locations to keep the highlanders in line.  This 
measures had the desired results.   
 The ban on the clans and the tartans was in effect for about eighty years (through most of the 
1700's).  Three generations came and went during that period.  When the ban was lifted the general 
population no longer supported the old Clan System.   
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Map of the Scottish clan lands 
McDonalds were in the western highlands and islands 

 
  
 Few people could remember what their tartan even looked like. Many highlanders moved away 
under the suppression.  Thousands went to Ireland, America, Canada and Australia.  Our Mac Donalds 
may have moved to Ireland at this time.  If so, they would only have been in Ireland for about one 
century, or for about three to four generations before coming to Canada. 
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  Chapter 2 
  
   
  McDONALDS  of  IRELAND 
  
  
 The McDonalds of Ireland are relatively few in number and located mostly in Ulster (Northern 
Ireland).  They descended primarily from Scottish clan immigrants of the 17th century, (although others 
came in the 13th and in the 18th centuries). 
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 The McDonnell (or McDonell) surname is more common and is one of the hundred most 
common names found today in Ireland.  People of this name probably descend from one of three 
sources: 1) The Mac Donalds (Mac Donnells) who came from Argyllshire in Scotland and settled in 
County Antrim, or 2) From a small sept of Mac Domhnaill's in County Fermanagh, or 3) From another 
sept of Mac Domhnaill's in Counties Clare and Limerick.  The preponderance of people by this name in 
Ireland descended from the Mac Donalds (or Mac Donnells) of Scotland.  In Ireland it became common 
to exchange the spelling of their name back and forth between the McDonald and McDonnell forms of 
the name. 
  
 From the branch of our family still living back in Quebec, we learned that our earliest known 
ancestor, Andrew McDonald, came from County Kilkenny in Ireland.  Kilkenny has a very interesting 
history.  It is located in the southeastern part of Ireland and boarders on Counties Waterford, Tipperary, 
Leix, Carlow and Wexford.  The following brief history of Kilkenny is from the Irish Records Sources 
for Family & Local History by James G. Ryan. 
 
 

 
 

Kilkenny Castle 
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In the old Gaelic territorial system, this county formed the bulk of the Kingdom of Ossory.  The 
major Gaelic families in the county were the Walshes, the O’Brennans and O’Dunphys…  

 
Kilkenny City was probably founded by the establishment of a monastery there in 1052.  The 
Norman invaders built a large castle on this site in 1195.  The city acted as the parliamentary 
seat for Ireland on many occasions from the thirteenth to sixteenth centuries.  In 1366 the 
English-controlled Parliament passed the infamous “Statutes of Kilkenny” in an attempt to 
prevent the adoption of the Irish life-style by the Normans.  These statutes made it treasonable 
for a Norman to marry an Irish woman or to adopt the dress, language or customs of the Irish.  
The native Irish were also prohibited from living in walled towns.  These laws failed completely 
in their aims.   

 
In the early seventeenth century, when English power had greatly receded in Ireland, Kilkenny 
became the meeting-place of an independent government, called the Confederation of Kilkenny, 
set up in opposition to the English-controlled Parliament at Dublin. 

 
A general rebellion by those represented at this parliament, which began in 1641 and lasted until 
1650, resulted in confiscation of the lands of these rebels and their redistribution to English 
soldiers and adventurers.  
  
The county has very good agricultural soils and had a generally well developed system of 
agriculture in the early nineteenth century, including a large dairy industry.  In the Famine, 
Kilkenny was relatively badly hit.  The population in 1841 was 202,400 and in 1861 had fallen 
to 124,500.  There were some 27,000 deaths in the county between 1845 and 1850. 

  
The current population of the county is about 71,000.  The major towns are Kilkenny,  
Graiguenamanagh, Callan, Thomastown and Castlecomer.  The county is still a major dairying 
area while Kilkenny City now has many industries and is the center of Irish design because of 
the establishment there by the government of the Kilkenny Design Centre.   

        
 Two major events stand out in shaping the history of Ireland.  The first was the "Plantations" 
which occurred off and on from about 1650-1700 or from the time of Oliver Cromwell to William of 
Orange's reign as King William III.  During this time the Irish rebelled against English rule.  As the 
rebellions were defeated England confiscated large tracts of land and began "planting" English, Scottish 
and Welsh landowners who were both protestant and faithful supporters of the English Crown. 
  
 Plantations existed throughout Ireland but the greatest concentration occurred in Northern 
Ireland.  In this area the protestant population of both English and Scottish landowners was so great that 
they were able to control the province.  Laws were passed making it difficult, if not impossible for 
Catholics to own land, to vote or to enjoy the normal rights any citizen should expect.  The Irish 
Catholic population was reduced to virtual servitude in their own country. 
  
 Outside of Ulster (Northern Ireland) the plantations were so sparse that the new protestant 
owners were eventually assimilated into the Irish populations and their influence waned.  Often times, 
over a few generations, they became Irish Catholics themselves through inter-marriage with the local 
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residents.  In the north however, the newly planted landowners were so plentiful they were able to 
control a cast type system differentiating between the wealthy Protestants and the very poor Catholics.   
 
 Our McDonald ancestors may have come at about this time from Scotland.  Whether they came 
to Ireland as part of a protestant plantation or whether they came as refugees of political pressure in 
their homeland is not known.  They probably settled first in County Antrim in Ulster and then, over the 
next century, spread to other parts of Ireland and into County Kilkenny. 
  
 The second major event affecting Irish history and the movement of its people was the great 
potato famine of 1845-48.  During this four-year period the potato crop failed three times due to the 
potato blight (a fungal disease which destroyed the crop).   
  
 In 1841 the population of Ireland was over eight million people.  During the famine one million 
people died of starvation or disease.  Between 1845-55 two million people left Ireland.  Most of them 
heading for the US, Canada or Australia. Between 1845 and 1925, 4.75 million Irish emigrants entered 
the United States alone.  By 1925 the population of Ireland had dropped to just 4 million people. 
  
 

 
 

Bette McDonald Nebeker by typical Irish peasant homes near Kilkenny.   
Andy McDonald would have lived in a similar type house. 
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 We have found no records in Ireland for the birth of Andrew McDonald that we can rely on as 
being our Andrew.  Those found in Canada have wide discrepancies for estimating his birth.  However, 
a copy of the 1901 census was located for Andrew McDonald in Low Township, Gatineau Co., Quebec 
(as shown below).  This is the most specific document we have found so far that was actually completed 
by him, and within his lifetime.  The 1901 census specifically asked for each person's actual birth date. 
Andy reported (at that time) that he was born on 17 March 1826.  How appropriate!  St. Patrick's Day!  
He also said he came to Canada in 1846.  That was just one year into the Great Potato Famine and at a 
time when thousands of people were leaving Ireland.  In 1846 he would have been about 20 years old.   
  
 This census record says he was 75 years old in 1901.  However, that would mean that he was 
really only 85 years old when he died and not 91 as stated on his tombstone.  We will use this birth date 
as it is the most specific record found so far, but as mentioned above, there are contradictory records 
and we cannot be certain what his actual birth date really was.  The following documents demonstrate 
the problem.  They show the "age" Andrew and Emily claimed to be in the various documents, and then 
we have shown the year in which they would have been born in order for that age to be correct: 
 
 It seems that Emily was probably a few years older than Andrew, but when the census taker 
came around she usually gave her age as about the same as her husband.  Our best estimate is that Andy 
was probably born about 1826 in, or near County Kilkenny, Ireland; and that Emily was probably born 
about 1820 in Ontario, Canada. 
  
  
 

 
 

McDonald, Andrew      M  W  Head  M    17 Mar 1826   75   Ireland  1846 
McDonald, Embly     F  W  wife  M   5 Apr 1820   85  Ontario 

 1901 census record for Low twp, Wright Co., Quebec 
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Below is a summary of the ages given by both Andrew and Emily on various documents found so far.  
It will give the reader an idea of the discrepancies in trying to determine their actual dates of birth.   
 
       Andrew's        Emily's 
 
    Document  Age Birth     Age Birth 
  1861 Census 32 1829    32 1829 
  1871 Census 35 1836    35 1836 
  1881 Census 55 1826    56 1825 
  1891 Census 65 1826    65 1826 
  1901 Census 75 1826 March 17  85 1816 April 5 
  Tombstone 91 1819-20   97 1816 
 
 We are not sure what motivated Andrew McDonald to leave Ireland for North America but his 
move seems to have occurred just one year into the famine.  He arrived on this continent in 1846.  
While Andrew may have departed Ireland in time to miss most of the famine, we should remember that 
his parents and other relatives were still there and would have had to endure those miserable years of 
hunger and death. 
  
 We have not yet been able to trace our McDonald family back very far into Ireland.  There 
seems to be evidence that our name may have been spelled McDonell before coming to Canada.  The 
earliest history we currently have is from a short paper written by Thomas M. McDonald in 1956 about 
his Grandfather, Andrew McDonald, the original emigrant from Ireland.  Notice that while Tom talks 
about his Grandfather living in Ireland, he spells his name "McDonell" but after coming to Canada it is 
consistently spelled "McDonald".   We’ve also found the name spelled as McDonell in the Parish 
records in St. Camillus Catholic Church in Farrellton, Low, Gatineau, Quebec, where each of their 
children were baptized.   
  
  
  The McDonells And Whare they came from 
   

by Thomas M. McDonald 
  

On his last day in school Andrew McDonell stoped by a pond to throw a rock at the land Lords 
gander.  His aim was good and the land Lord followed him to the school.  When the Good 
School Master finished licking Andy he threw him out and threw his pants out after him.  
Andy's Father worked him over when he got home.  When night came Andy Desided it was 
time to leave Ireland and land Lords for ever. 

  
In the morning he was hid in the brush by the side of the road watching a cattle byer he knew 
getting his breckfast.  After breckfast the byer hooked his horse to his cart rounded up his cows 
and started them down the road with the cart followeing along.  Andy climed into the cart and 
hid.  Later on in the day he watched his dad on horse back talking to the catle beyer.  After dad 
had turned back the beyer hollered—you can come out now Andy he is gone. 
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Andy made his way to Dublen and worked there for a shoemaker ontill he had pasage money to 
America.  He always called the boat he came over on the chip.  On the way over he Fell in love 
with a Scotch girl Emely Wrath her famley located in Canada Guelburn Ontario. 

  
Andy started the McDonald Shoe Co. in New York.  Then sold out and headed for Guelburn.  
Him and Emely ware married and set up housekeeping in Bey Town, now called Ottawa.  
Across the river from Ottawa is the Town of Hull At the mouth of the Gatanue river in Quebec 
Provence. 

  
We next find Andy and Emely Padeling up the Gatenue river in a canue ontill they came to a 
creek about thirty feet wide flowing in from the south side.  Then padeling up the creek for 
about twelve miles whare they came to a valley about three miles wide and eight miles long.  At 
a falls in this valley they pulled the canue out and started clearing land for a home. 

  
My Dad was the oldest (boy) of their famley he was Bornd in 1852 (actually 1854) they called 
him Mike, Tom and Bill.  Tom tuck over the old homested and rased his famley ther.  Bill never 
maried died in Missoula Mont.  there were four Girls the oldest Maried a Man by the name of 
Timmens there home was at Chippaway falls Wisconsen I think.  The youngest Married Jim 
Brinnen and lived near the old homested. Another girl maried Howard Chamberlin a Mail 
carrier in Ottawa.  The other girl Maried a man by the name of Calle (Cahill) and moved to the 
west coast. 

  
 The above story is very short and has some inaccuracies about Tom's Aunts (he lists only four 
of the five aunts and lists them out of order) but it has been extremely helpful in getting our family 
research started.  Without it we would have had a very difficult time researching our McDonald 
ancestry. 
  
 Tom McDonald's brother, "Uncle Bill" (William M. McDonald) wrote the following in a letter 
dated 19 Sept. 1979: 
  

"First I will tell you about my granddad, the way I got it a long time ago from mother.  Andy 
McDonald was born in County Cork, Ireland.  He came to Canada when he was 17 years old.  
He settled on a piece of land by the Gatanue River in the Province of Quebeck.  He had quite a 
ranch there in his time.  My uncle Tom got the best part of the home place.  My Dad got about 
100 acres..." 

  
 As Uncle Bill stated, our family tradition indicated that Andrew McDonald probably came from 
County Cork.  However, we have now made contact with some of our McDonald cousins in Quebec.  
They indicate that Andrew McDonald came from County Kilkenny in southeastern Ireland.  In the 
obituary of Thomas McDonald, the son of Andrew, we read also that Andrew came from County 
Kilkenny.  It was actually Uncle Bill’s other Grandfather, Patrick Sullivan, his mother’s father, who 
came from County Cork. 
  
 We have written to both Counties Cork and Kilkenny to try to find some record of our 
McDonald ancestry.  We received no response from County Cork.  However, a genealogical society in 
County Kilkenny wrote back to say that there were people in that area with our family name.  In a 
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preliminary search they were unable to identify our Andrew.  They also indicated that at this time 
(yearend 1992) they are currently computerizing what few records are available.  They are about one 
fourth of the way completed on this project and expect it to be finalized by about 1994.  After that, we 
may want to try again to identify our Andrew McDonald. 
  
 Prior to 1848 few records were kept by most Irish parishes or counties.  The few that did exist 
were gathered together into a central location in Dublin, which burned in 1922.  Our Andrew was 
already in Canada by 1848 so the likelihood of finding much about him in Ireland is not great but there 
is still the possibility as some parishes began keeping records a little earlier than others and also kept 
duplicate copies. 
  
 In the future, if better records become available in Ireland, we should look for an Andrew 
McDonell (or McDonald), probably born in, or near, County Kilkenny about 1826 (1817-1826), 
baptized in the Roman Catholic faith and whose parents were probably named Michael and Catherine 
McDonell (or McDonald).  [More will be given in Chapter 4 on the speculation of his parents’ names.] 
  
 From the information presented above, lets assume that Andy was born in 1826.  He would have 
run away from home at about age 12 (1838) and made his way to Dublin.  Here he apprenticed himself 
out to a shoemaker.  If he took a five-year apprenticeship to age 17 (1843) he would have worked those 
years just for his board and room and training.  Then he would have needed to work for perhaps another 
three years to earn enough money to buy passage to Canada on a ship.  That would make him 20 years 
old (1846) and matches the date he said he came to Canada in the 1901 census. 
  
 In Goulbourne township, Carleton County, Ontario, there lived the family of Thomas Wrath 
(Rath) and his wife, Mary (McMillan or Gelliner?) with their family of at least seven daughters and two 
sons.  [More will be given on this family in Chapter 3.]   
  
 It is not clear how Andrew McDonald met Amelia "Emily" Wrath but it seems most likely they 
met while attending St. Philip's parish church in Richmond, Ontario.  Tom McDonald, their grandson, 
stated they met on the ship while sailing to Canada but that seems unlikely as Emily was born and 
raised in Canada.  It may have been Emily's parents, Thomas Wrath, from Ireland and Mary McMillan, 
from Scotland, who met on a ship and subsequently married in Canada. 
  
 The first actual record found for Andrew McDonald is in the St. Philips parish register where he 
was asked to "sponsor" (be Godfather for) a baby of Dorothea Rath and John Kelly.  Dorothea was a 
sister of Emily Wrath:  
 

"July 29, 1848.  Baptized Mary Anne, born 22 June 1848 legitimate daughter of John 
Kelly and Dorothea Rath.  Sponsors were Andrew McDonnell and Margaret Kelly." 

St. Philips Parish, Richmond, Ontario.         [GS: 1,304,679] 
  
 It seems apparent that by mid 1848 Andrew had lived in this community long enough to become 
a close friend of the Wrath family and be asked to sponsor the baptism of this infant.  He and Emily 
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may even have been engaged to be married by this time as we find the following entry in the same 
record just six months later: 
  

 
January 22d 1849  Married by me the undersigned 
Andrew McDonolll of the Township of Goulbourn 

to Emilia Rath of the same township.  The witnesses 
were Thos Peel & Catherine Hornet.    Thus H. Ale (?) 

 

St. Philip's Roman Catholic parish register,  
Richmond, Goulbourn Township, Ontario, Canada.        [GS: 1,304,679] 

 

                         
St. Philips Catholic Parish Church in Richmond, Goulbourn Twp, Carleton Co., Ontario, Canada. 
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Andrew & Emily Wrath McDonald in their old age 
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  Chapter 3 
  
  
  WRATH 
  
 
 
 
 Our Wrath ancestors could neither read nor write, so there is no certainty about the proper 
spelling of this name, and it is often spelled as either Wrath or Rath.  The more documents we find for 
our family, the more it seems that the Rath spelling actually dominates, but that still does not mean it is 
a more correct version.  As we began our research years ago, we found the name spelled as Wrath and 
so we have maintained that version, but the other way may actually be found more frequently in the 
various records.  In a recent computer search of both names found in Ireland today, we learned that 
there are very few persons by either name and the few found were primarily in the northern counties of 
the island.  Our story however, begins with Thomas Wrath from County Wexford in SW Ireland (see 
the map of Ireland on page 10). 
  

Thomas Wrath (or Rath) was born on 3 June 1787 in Kilmallock Parish, in the town of 
Wexford, and County of Wexford, Ireland (as found in his military discharge papers).  These were 
troubled times with England exercising harsh dominion over the poor Irish people.  Trouble had 
been brewing for many years but spurred on by the success of the American and French Revolutions, 
the Irish rose in rebellion in 1798 in what has often been termed, “The Wexford Rebellion”.  Young 
Thomas was only nine years old when this war broke out with his hometown being one of the hottest 
spots of the war, with terrible atrocities being experienced on both sides.  We do not know to what 
extent his own family was involved in this conflict but it is highly likely they were participants in 
some fashion.  Eventually the English military prevailed and many Irishmen were publicly executed 
in Wexford by hanging them from the trees along the main roads of the city. 
 

These events would certainly have made a strong and lasting impression on young Thomas.  
While yet in his teens, he left home and made his way north to the large city of Dublin were the only 
work he was able to find was that of a “servant”.  When he was just barely seventeen years old, the 
British Army came to Dublin to enlist young men into military service.  Considering his experiences 
in Wexford, it may seem strange that he chose this option, but work was difficult to find for a young 
Irish boy and this offered a solution.  On 4 September 1804, he enlisted as a Private in the 100th 
Regiment of Foot as an infantry soldier for an unlimited period of time.  He was recorded as being 5 
feet, 8 inches tall, with black hair, brown eyes, and a sallow complexion.   
 

As soon as the enlistment quota was reached the young recruits were shipped off to Quebec, 
Canada for their first assignment in 1805.  The regiment was so large that several vessels were 
required to transport all of them to North America.  As they approached the long awaited shore a 
violent storm arose that dashed several of the ships onto the rocks near the coast and over one 
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hundred men in his regiment perished.  After the storm, those who survived were rescued from the 
rocks and crags along the shore and taken to the fort in Quebec City until the dead soldiers had been 
replaced with new recruits.  Not all of the ships floundered and we do not know if Thomas was on 
one that arrived safely, or if he had to be rescued from the rocky shore. 

 

 
 

Soldiers uniform  
British 100th Regiment of Foot in 1812 

Thomas Rath was a private in this regiment and would have dressed in this uniform. 
 
Family tradition seems to indicate that on the transport ship to Canada, Thomas met a young 

Scottish girl, named Mary (her last name is in question and was probably McMillan, or possibly 
Gellmer or Gelliner—we are unsure of the proper spelling and more will be given on this later in this 
chapter) who was also onboard his same ship.  They may have been on one of the lucky ships that 
survived the terrible storm.   
 
 We would like to search for a passenger’s list for the vessel that brought them to Canada in 
1805 as it may contain more information about his wife, and a confirmation of her name, and 
perhaps even the names of her parents.  She was only about thirteen years old at the time she 
immigrated and surely would have traveled with her parents, or some family member to this new 
land. We should also search the church records where they married as they were married “by banns” 
and although the  actual marriage record does not list her parents, perhaps the “banns” record would. 
 
 We recently found the following document of the marriage of Thomas Rath (Wrath) and 
Mary McMillan who were married 5 Dec. 1808 in Montreal, Quebec in the St. Gabriel Presbyterian 
Church.   [Available on Ancestry.com > Search > Canada > Quebec > Quebec Vital and Church 
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Records (Crouin Collection) 1621-1967.}  Also available in SLC Family History Library microfilm 
#1,430,811.] 
 

From this entry, it is clear that our Thomas Wrath (Rath) married at the time and place we 
suspected, but we were surprised to find that her maiden name was McMillan.  Still, we are certain 
this is our ancestor and we will discuss her maiden name in greater detail later on.  She was Scottish, 
Presbyterian and born in about 1792, which matches what we had previously known of her. 
 

 
 

 
Thomas Rath a Private in the hundredth Regiment of Foot now laying at Montreal,  

Over twenty years & Mary McMillan of said place, spinster age sixteen years 
Were joined in marriage by publication of banns at Montreal  

This fifth day of December one thousand eight hundred & eight 
In presence of these witnesses 

his 
Thos X Rath  

Mark 
 

Her 
      Mary X McMillan 

Mark 
 

By J. Somerville, Minster 
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It seems likely that Thomas and Mary scheduled their marriage at this time due to his 

eminent deployment to Fort George on the westerns side of Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada.  By 
1809, we find Thomas and Mary located there at the mouth of the Niagara River on Lake Ontario.  
Here their first two children’s baptisms were recorded: Amelia Wrath was christened in Niagara on 
12 Nov. 1809 and her brother, James, on 18 Aug. 1811.  We don’t know any more about either of 
these children, except that we suppose the daughter died young as they subsequently had another girl 
to whom they gave the same name—Amelia (or Emily) who was born about 1820—our ancestor.  
Due to the age difference we do not believe these two Amelias were the same person.  If so, she 
would be about 17 years older than her future husband, Andrew McDonald and that seems unlikely. 

 
At this time, relations with the United States had boiled over with the US declaring war on 

Britain in the War of 1812.  Most of the action of this war was on, and around Lake Ontario with the 
English being victorious in most of the battles.  The one bright spot for the Americans in this theater 
was in an eventual attack on Fort George where the Americans overtook the fort and pushed the 
British out.  Mary McMillan Wrath would have had to flee to Toronto with her babies and look after 
her own welfare as Thomas was hotly engaged in the battles and not allowed to look after his 
personal family.  About six months later, the British Army retook the fort, and from there, they were 
successful in crossing the river and taking the American’s Fort Niagara. 
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After secession of the hostilities, Britain was struggling with a plunge of their economy.  To 
reduce government expenses they began a huge down-staffing of their military.   With significant 
military operations in Canada, India and South Africa, England could hardly afford to send ships to 
bring all of these soldiers home.  Neither did they want a large influx of unemployed soldiers 
walking their streets with loaded guns who had been trained to use them.  To address both needs, 
England offered early releases to their soldiers and a grant of 100 acres of land to any who would 
agree to remain in the country where they had last been stationed.  In Canada, three new town-sites 
were laid out, one of these being Richmond, in Goulbourn, Ontario, about 40 miles SW of Ottawa.  
Along with most of the other men in his unit, Thomas and Mary Wrath accepted this offer and 
decided to become farmers in this new land.  
 

In 1818, the 100th Regiment of Foot (which had recently been renamed to the 99th Reg.) was 
disbanded at Lachine, Quebec.  Thomas was 31 years old and still a Private in the military when he 
signed his discharge on 11 July 1818.  His commanding officer noted that Thomas’ general conduct 
had been “tolerably good”.   

 
Two other documents have been found relating to Thomas’s military experiences at about 

this time and can be found in the SLC Family History Center in microfilm #1,754,063.  
 

Rath, Thomas, 99th (Regt of ) Foot.   
Invalid, admitted out-pensioner,  
Chelsea Hospital; rate of pension;  
resident in Canada.  23-9-1818.  
C. 189.  pp. 20, 14-17 
National Archives of Canada 
 
Rath, Thomas, Pte, 99th, late 100th, Regt. 
Re pay from Sept. 25 to Dec 24. 1818 
And from Dec 25th to Jan 24th, 1819 
Quebec 
C. 9  pp. 24-26 
National Archives of Canada  
 

 Note that the first item above indicates that Thomas was an invalid in the Chelsea Hospital.  
We don’t know if this was from some wound suffered during the War of 1812, or for some later 
incident.  We do know from a comment on a later census record that states that Thomas was “blind” 
but whether that ailment had anything to do with his military career or some later development is 
also unknown to us at this time.  Thomas’s military discharge papers from this time make no 
mention of any lingering physical limitations.  In fact, that document is quite interesting and will be 
attached at the end of this chapter.  
 
 We are not sure what had happened to the first two children born at Niagara to Thomas and 
Mary Wrath, and surely they had more between 1811 – 1820, but it appears their first little daughter, 
Amelia had probably died; as it was (according to our best estimation) at about 1820 that this couple 
had another little girl, who they also named Amelia (Emelia, Emily, Emma), who was our ancestor 
and the later wife of Andrew McDonald.  She was probably born in Goulbourn, Ontario, Canada. 
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Jock River in Goulbourn, Ontario, Canada where the town of Richmond was established in 1818. 
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Mural depicting the military building the village of Richmond in 1818 on the Jock River 
 

 
Following the war and during the period between 1815 and 1818 Thomas and Mary were still 

in the army but we are not sure where they resided.  Thomas was discharged from the Army in 1818 
in Quebec but we do not know if he was living there or merely went their with his unit for the formal 
discharge. 

 
By 1820 Thomas and Mary were out of the military and had relocated onto a farm in 

Goulbourn Township, Carleton Co., Ontario, near the newly created village of Richmond.  For some 
reason their land claim was not recorded until 2 March 1824—at which time Thomas Rath was 
recorded as receiving his land from the “Crown”—which indicates that he was the original owner of 
this land, which was granted to him by the official representative of the British government.   

 
The land was hard, surrounded by swamps and covered with scrub trees.  The growing 

season was short so the life of a farmer was challenging, especially for someone who had been a 
soldier all his life.  A description of this community, as late as 1827, stated that it consists of “30 to 
40 log houses, a small tavern with no roof.  It is surrounded by swamps… strongly recommended as 
the paradise of Canada [it is really the] Purgatory”.   
 
 In 1824 (at age 38) Thomas received his land patent (homestead) from the Crown of England 
for 100 acres (East half of Lot #1, Concession #1 in Goulbourn Township of Carleton County, Ontario, 
Canada.  At the same time a Mr. James Lennon received the west half of the same lot directly from the 
Crown of England via a land patent. 
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 On 1 Dec. 1827 these two men may have traded their land.  It was recorded that Thomas Rath 
sold his land to James Lennon but no entry is made for Mr. Lennon's land until the year 1853 when 
Thomas Rath is shown as the owner "willing" the west half of the lot to his son Patrick Rath.  This 
probably indicates the death of Thomas Wrath took place about 1852.  Five years later, Mary Rath (the 
widow of Thomas Rath) and Patrick Rath (his son and heir) sold this land to John Campbell. 
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 Most of the Wrath family attended the St. Philips parish of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
nearby town of Richmond, Ontario.  The parish record begins in 1836 and we are not sure which parish 
they attended prior to that date but it may have been in the town of Ottawa (although they were not 
found in Ottawa’s Notre Dame records).  By this date, all but their youngest child had already been 
born.  Their names do not appear frequently in the church record and may indicate that they were not 
regular attenders.  We would like to find a parish record that pre-dates 1836 to see if we can find the 
baptismal records of their other children. 
  
 There is a gap of at least five years before the last child was born into the family of Thomas 
Wrath.  From the census records it appeared that the youngest son, John, was born about 1840.  A 
search was made of the parish record for the christening of this boy and the following baptismal entry 
was found: 
  
   

 
 

"1840 Aug 23rd Baptized John, born 14th (of the) same month, same year.  Illegitimate son of Thos 
Rath and Mary Ann Gelliner (or Gellmer).   

The sponsors were Mich'l Byrns & Mary Lawlor." 
                                                                                                    F. Smith 

St. Philip's parish record, Richmond, Carleton, Ontario. 
[GS: 1,304,679] 

  
  
 Note: This entry is very interesting.  It clearly states that John was an "illegitimate" son of this 
couple.  Remember that Mary was a protestant while Thomas was Catholic, and they were married in 
the Presbyterian Church in Montreal (1808).  Not being married by a Catholic Priest, the local parish 
appears not to have recognized their marriage and as such labeled John as "illegitimate".   
 
 Another interesting point about this entry is that it is one of only two records we have found for 
the maiden name of Thomas's wife, Mary.  Her name is hard to read but appears to be Gelliner (or 
Gellmer).  We wish we could find the baptismal records for some of the older children in the family to 
confirm her name.  It will be remembered that on the marriage record, Thomas’s wife was listed as 
Mary McMillan.  These are the only two documents found so far that give her maiden name and they 
are in conflict with one another.  Admittedly, this one is difficult to read but it is clear enough to see that 
it is not McMillan.  That presents several obstacles and alternatives.  First, it could be that Thomas’s 
first wife, Mary McMillan died and that this is a second wife and the mother of many of his children.  
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However, it appears that both women were named Mary, both born about 1791-92, both born in 
Scotland; and if Thomas Michael McDonald’s story is correct, he said that his ancestral grandmother 
met Thomas Wrath on the ship coming over to Canada.  We know that this last woman (if indeed they 
are two different people) came to live with Emily Wrath McDonald in her widowhood.  So, with all of 
those points it would appear that these were really the same woman—but we can’t be certain of it.  If 
both were the same, but with conflicting documents, then we must lean in favor of the McMillan 
document.  That Presbyterian minister was probably Mary’s own minister.  He met her personally and 
married her to Thomas Wrath.  He is more likely to have recorded her name properly.  He may have 
even known her parents personally.  The later document (shown above, giving the name of Gelliner, or 
Gellmer) was completed by a Catholic Priest who knew her husband and children, but she was not a 
member of his congregation, and she may not even have been present for the Catholic baptism of her 
child.  He may have heard her name from someone else who was present and may have misunderstood 
it.  Either way, we cannot be certain of her actual maiden name and this is a great genealogical research 
project for the future.  It may be resolved by finding more baptismal records for other children of this 
couple, or by finding Mary McMillan’s name (and/or her parents) on a passenger ship’s list in 1805 
coming to Quebec or Montreal.   
  
 There are some other interesting entries in the St. Philip's parish record for this family.  
Beginning in 1838 we find the baptismal records for the children of William Ryan and Mary (Mary 
Ann or Maria) Rath.  Beginning in 1842 we find the record of the baptisms for the children of John 
Kelly and Dorothea Rath.  Also on 31 Jan. 1856, John Kelly, the 45 year old husband of Dorothea Rath 
(Dorethea Wrath) was buried just two months before their youngest child was baptized.  Both Mary 
Ann Rath and Dorothea Rath were older sister to our Amelia and daughters of Thomas and Mary 
Wrath.  We cannot actually prove this but it seems very likely, especially when "Emelia Rath" was a 
sponsor (godmother) to one of the babies of "Dorotha Rath" on 18 Aug. 1844. 
  
 Aside from the baptisms of the children of these two women, the following Rath family names 
appear in the parish record as witnesses (sponsors) to other baptisms: Michael Rathe, Emilia Rath, 
Emily Wrath, and Bridget Rath.  The Emilia or Emily is certainly our ancestor.  In addition, we also 
find one entry where Andrew McDonnell was listed as a sponsor for one of "Dorothea Rath's" babies on 
29 July 1848—just a few months prior to his own marriage to Emily Wrath.   
  
 On 1 May 1842 there is an entry that lists all the members of the "Catholic Total Abstinence 
Society of Richmond".  Included on that list are the names of Amelia Wrath #132, Thomas Wrath 
#233, Dorothy Wrath #292, Maria Catharine Rath #367 and Cathrine Rath #465.  This seems to have 
been a temperate family.  We cannot account accurately for each of these people but we can be certain 
that the Amelia Wrath is our ancestor as is also her father, Thomas Wrath.  Thomas's supposed 
daughter, Dorothy Wrath was married to John Kelly but it was common for the Parish record to list 
married women by their maiden names.  We cannot explain the listing of two Catharine Raths but one 
of these may have been the wife of an unknown older son of Thomas and Mary. 
 
 In the 1842 census for Goulbourn Township, Carleton County, Ontario, Thomas Rath (about 
age 56) was listed as the head of a family with 5 daughters and 2 sons still living at home—but, sadly, it 
does not list their names.  It is quite likely that he would have had additional older children already 
grown and out of the house (such as the Mary Ann and Dorothea mentioned above who were already 
married and having families of their own by that time.)  
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 This census shows the family as being members of the "Canadian Wesleyan Methodist" church.  
We know however, that they were members of the Roman Catholic Church from the parish record cited 
above.  It is possible however, that Mary Ann (McMillan/Gelliner) Wrath, the mother of the family may 
have been a member of this protestant church, as discussed above.  Perhaps while making his rounds 
Mrs. Wrath was the one who was at home on that day and responded to the census taker’s questions.  If 
he asked her to which Church she belonged he may have assumed that the rest of her family also 
belonged to that same religion when in fact, the other family members were Catholics. 
  
 It will also be remembered that this Mary Ann (McMillan/Gelliner) Wrath was born in 
Scotland.  Few Scots were Catholics at that time.  Most Scots were Presbyterians but could have 
attended the Wesleyan Methodist church in Canada if that was more convenient for her. 
  
 Sometime around 1847-8 Andrew McDonald, an immigrant from Ireland, came to Goulbourn 
Township.  He too attended church in the St. Philips parish where he met and fell in love with one of 
Thomas and Mary Wrath's daughters, Amelia ("Emily") Wrath.   
  
 Their marriage took place in that parish in Richmond, Carleton County, Ontario on 22 Jan. 
1849.  [A copy of their marriage record was shown in Chapter 2.]  This young couple made their first 
home in "Bye Town" (or "Bytown" now Ottawa) but stayed there for only a few months. 
  
 Probably within their first year of marriage they moved north, up the Gatineau River about 35 
miles to make a homestead on Stag Creek in Low (or Lowe) township in Gatineau (or Ottawa, Wright) 
County, Quebec.  They were already living there when the St. Camillus parish church was built in 1850 
in Farrellton, Wakefield Twp, Gatineau County, Quebec.  Their oldest daughter, Catherine McDonald, 
was one of the earliest children to be christened there on 8 Sep. 1850. 
  
 The 1851 census for Goulbourn Township was the first to list all family members.  At that time 
only the youngest members of the Wrath family were still at home.  However, they also had an 
additional Wrath family staying with them who had recently arrived from Ireland.  This was Moses 
Wrath (perhaps a nephew) and his young family.  Both families were sharing the same log house and 
were farming.  All residents of the household were listed as Roman Catholic and there is a note that 
Thomas Wrath was "blind".  
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                   Name Place of Birth Age Sex 
 
 WRATH,     Thos Ireland              65 M 
               "            Mary Scotland              60 F 
               "            Pat Canada              19 M 
               "            Margaret Canada              16 F 
               "            Jno (John) Canada              11 M 
 
 WRATH,    Moses Ireland              34 M 
               "            Ellen Ireland              23 F 
               "            Mary Ann Ireland                2 F 

1851 Census for Goulbourn township, Carleton County, Ontario, Canada.        [GS: 349,201; p. 97] 
  
 Since the above census lists only 1 daughter and 2 sons, it seems that most of their daughters 
had already married and moved away.  One of those daughters was Amelia. 
  
 From the above-mentioned land records it is evident that Thomas died about 1852.  His lands 
were transferred to his son Patrick on 5 Jan. 1853 and the instrument that caused the transfer was a 
"will".  We have written to ask for a copy of that will but the local courthouse has been unable to find it.  
If it still exists and can be found it would be very helpful in identifying the other members of the family. 
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 Although Thomas Wrath, the father of this family, died about 1852, the family remained on the 
farm up through 1861 when they were still listed in the census.  We do not know where any of them 
moved after the 1861 census was completed and no further mention of this family has been found.  
Moses Wrath had already moved his family from the area prior to the 1861 census. 
  
 

 
  
                  Name                               Where born                                        Age      Sex 
             Rath, Mary                        Scotland                                72       F 
      "        Catherine                    Canada W.                                22       F 
      "        Patrick                        Canada W.                                24      M 
                "       John                            Canada W.                                23      M 
 

1861 Census for Goulbourn township, Carleton County, Ontario, Canada.        [GS: 349,253; p. 13] 
  
 
 It is obvious that this is the same Wrath family but the ages do not correlate at all with those 
shown ten years earlier—which is a very common occurrence, especially in a Canadian census.  Their 
daughter Margaret had moved away.  A Catherine appears here and it is not clear whether she was one 
of their daughters or perhaps, a daughter-in-law.  Catherine was not listed on the 1851 census but we 
have not found a marriage record for either of these sons.  Both boys were still living at home and 
helping their Mother on the farm. 
  
 In 1858 Mary and Patrick Rath entered into an agreement to sell the family farm to John 
Campbell and by 13 August 1862 it appears this transaction was completed. [GS 200447   p.2] 
  
 After selling the family farm in Goulbourn Township, we don't know where any of the family 
moved.  In the 1871 census we find none of our Wrath (Rath) family in the area.  The Mother, Mary 
Wrath, probably went to live for a time with one of her children. 
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 Ten years later, in the 1881 census (taken on the 5th of April 1881) for Low Dist., Ottawa Co., 
(now Gatineau County) Quebec, we find the following families on pages 5-6: 
  
   

 
                                 Name           Sex Age Birth     Status 
 
*     McDonald, Michael         M                  25       Quebec       Md 
*            "           Ellen                  F    25       Quebec      Md 
 
*    McDonald, Andrew         M          55 Ireland      Md 
*           "           Emily                  F    56 Ontario     Md 
             "            Thomas              M    25 Quebec  
             "            William              M                   20 Quebec  
      "            Margaret A.        F                   18 Quebec  
      "            Elizabeth            F                    15 Quebec 
* Wrath,      Mary                 F                     87 Scotland     Wid. 
 

1881 census for Low Twp, Gatineau Co., Quebec 
  
   
 This census is very helpful in that it actually ties the elderly widow, Mary Wrath to the family of 
Andrew McDonald.  Mary had come to live with her daughter Amelia (or "Emily" as she was normally 
called) and here she remained until her death the following year.   
  
 Mary Wrath said she was 87 years old at this time, but from the prior census records it seems 
possible that she may have been about 89.  We now have a record for her death and burial in the 
Catholic Parish of St. Camillus.  Although Mary was not a Catholic herself, it appears that her daughter 
got the last laugh by burying her in the holy ground of the Catholic cemetery.   
 
 More on Amelia ("Emily") Wrath (or Rath) and her family will be given in Chapter 4 but one 
more reference should be mentioned in connection with these families.  A short history of Andrew 
McDonald's family was written by Amelia Wrath McDonald's grandson, Thomas M. McDonald.  In 
that story Thomas gives his Grandmother's maiden name as "Emily Wrath" and says that her family 
lived in "Guelburn Ontario."  It was from that comment that we were able to find the Thomas Wrath 
family in Goulbourn and assemble the information given above. 
  
 Thomas McDonald's story indicates that Andrew McDonald met Emily Wrath on the ship while 
coming to America.  There appears to be some confusion in this however, as Emily (Amelia) was born 
and raised in Goulbourn, Ontario and would not have been on the ship.  He also refers to her as a 
"Scotch girl".  It seems likely that he misunderstood the story and that it was Emily's parents, Thomas 
Wrath from Ireland and Mary Ann McMillan/Gelliner (Gellmer) from Scotland, who met on the ship 
and then married and raised their family in Goulbourn. 
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Mary Wrath (Rath)  
Burial record in St. Camillus Catholic Parish 

Farrellton, Low, Quebec, Canada 

(In her later years, Mary McMillan/Gelliner Wrath went to live with her daughter, Emily Wrath 
McDonald and died in their home.  It appears she was buried in the Catholic cemetery, although she 
was not Catholic—but her daughter was.  No headstone for her has been found.  Note that this parish 
record refers to her incorrectly as “Mary McDonald” in their book.  That would be an easy mistake if 

the Parish Priest only knew her as a resident of the McDonald home.) 
On the ninth day of May one thousand eight hundred  

and eighty two, we the undersigned priest of this parish have  
interred in the cemetery of this parish the body of  
Mary McDonald, relict of the late Thomas Rath  
who died the seventh inst. Aged ninety-seven. 

Present Denis Mahony and John Kelly who have de- 
clared they could not sign, this act has been read to the  
parties.                                                          PM Carthy 

 
  
  
 
Below is a copy of the military discharge papers for Private Thomas Rath – 11 July 1818 at Quebec 
City, Quebe.  The red notes have been inserted by this author to help the reader with the difficult to read 
wording next to those remarks.   
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  Chapter 4 
  
  
  ANDREW AND EMILY McDONALD 
  
  
 
 Andrew McDonald and Emily Wrath were married on 22 Jan. 1849 in St. Philip’s Catholic 
Parish in Richmond, Goulbourn, Carleton, Ontario.  In the short sketch of his grandparents, Tom M. 
McDonald said that Andy and Emily made their first home in Bytown, (now called Ottawa) but 
remained there only for about one year before paddling a canoe up the Gatineau River to Stag Creek in 
Low township, Gatineau (or Ottawa) County in Quebec.   
 
 We don't know exactly when they moved to Stag Creek but it was probably in the summer of 
1850.  Tom said they paddled their canoe until they came to a waterfall and there they decided to pull 
their canoe out and stake a claim.  At that time this area was still a virgin frontier.  There were farmers 
in Wakefield Township to the Southeast but Andy and Emily paddled beyond any of these settlements 
to the area known today as Low Township.   
 
 After pulling their canoe out of Stag Creek at the falls (about 3 ft high) Andy and Emily climbed 
up a hill located a few hundred feet to the southwest.  Here they built a log cabin and homesteaded the 
family farm that was still owned by one of their descendents, Ken McDonald, until 2009.  However, 
after hauling water up the hill for a few years, they later determined to build a second home on the 
northern end of their property, on what is now “McDonald Road”.  In time, after his sons took over the 
hard work of running the farm, Andy eventually set up a post office in his home.  He went to Farrellton 
to pick up the mail coming up from Ottawa, and then delivered some along the way home.  The rest was 
kept at his home for others to come by his house, where they could not only collect their mail, but also 
buy some whiskey, which he sold there for the benefit of the neighbors.   
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The water fall on Stag Creek where Andy and Emily first arrived at their future homestead 
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Andy McDonald's 1st log cabin site on hilltop above (and SW of) Stag Creek Falls 
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Andy McDonald's farm today (looking SE from hilltop). 
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        St. Camillus Catholic Parish in Farrellton, Low, Gatineau, Quebec 
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 Wakefield and Low townships were predominantly settled by Irish immigrants about the same 
time that Andy and Emily arrived.  St. Camille, (St. Camillus) a new Catholic church, was completed in 
Farrellton, Quebec in 1850, just in time for the christening of their first child, Catherine.  The parish 
record contains the baptisms for their children as follows.  Note the various spellings of their names: 
[SLC Family History Center microfilm #GS 1,031,874] 
  
  Birth/Bapt. Child Parents 
  24 Aug 1850 Catherine Andrew McDonnell 
   8 Sep 1850  Emily Rath 
  
   2 Apr 1852 Mary Andrew McDonnell 
  14 Jul 1852  Emily Rath 
  
  14 Apr 1854 Michael Andrew McDonnell 
  23 Apr 1854  Emily Rath  
  
  30 Jun 1856 Thomas Andrew McDonnell  
  20 Jul 1856  Emily Rath 
  
  16 May 1858 Emilia Andrew McDonnell 
  17 May 1858  Emily Rath 
  
  12 Jun 1860 William Andrew McDonnell 
  16 Jul 1860  Amilia Rath 
  
  13 Aug 1862 Margaret Andrew McDonald 
  31 Aug 1862  Emilia Rath 
  
  15 Jul 1865 Elizabeth Andrew McDonald 
  13 Aug 1865  Amelia Rath 
  
 It was tradition among the Irish for a young family to name their oldest son after his paternal 
Grandfather, the second son after his maternal grandfather and it was often the case (although with 
frequent exceptions) to name the third son after his own father.  Similarly, the first daughter would be 
named after one of her grandmothers (about half the time she was named after the paternal grandmother 
and about half the time the first daughter was named after her maternal grandmother.)  The second 
daughter was named after the other grandmother and often, but not always, the third daughter was 
named for her own mother.  There were exceptions to this rule particularly if a parent shared the same 
name as one of the grandparents but in most families this was a tradition. 
  
 In the case of Andrew & Amelia McDonald, we know that her parents were named Thomas and 
Mary Wrath.  We find that the second son in their family was indeed named Thomas, the second 
daughter was named Mary and the third daughter was named Amelia.  From this we would expect that 
the family was sticking closely to the Irish tradition.  Their first son was named Michael and their first 
daughter was named Catherine.  Surely these names are common Irish names and were probably the 
names of Andrew's parents.  Some doubt enters in however when we look at the third son and find his 
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name was not Andrew but William.  In the next generation, as middle names came into vogue, the 
ancestor's name would often be given as the middle name.  In the case of William McDonald above, he 
may have had a middle name of Andrew but we have no record of him having any middle name. 
  
 Continuing on in the St. Camille parish record we find the marriages of some of Andrew and 
Emily's children: 
  
  29 Aug 1870 -- James Cahill, son of David Cahill & Mary Medly of Wakefield, Que. 
married Catherine McDonald, dau. of Andrew McDonald & Emilie Rath of Low.  Witns: Patrick Cahill 
and Mary McDonald. 
  
  
   Birth/Bapt. Child Parents 
  
   21 Mar 1872 Emily James Cahill  
   12 Apr 1872  Catherine McDonald 
  
   28 Apr 1873 David James Cahill 
   15 May 1873  Catherine McDonald 
  
    8 Sep 1874 Andrew James Cahill 
   18 Sep 1874  Catherine McDonald 
  
  
  23 June 1874 -- Patrick Cahill, son of David Cahill & Maria Medly of Wakefield, 
married Mary McDonald, dau. of Andrew McDonald & Emilia Rath of Wakefield.  Witns:  Michael 
McDonald and Catherine Cahill. 
  
   Birth/Bapt. Child Parents 
  
   5 Apr 1875 Mary C. Patrick Cahill 
   7 May 1875  Mary McDonald 
  
 The portion of the St. Camille parish record available to us at this time ends in 1876.  These 
families, as well as the other children of Andy and Emily continued to grow but we do not yet have 
access to the remaining record. 
  
 In the 1851 census for Low Township, Ottawa County, Quebec no McDonalds were recorded 
on the census.  We know they were living in that area at that time.  However, the census taker, after 
noting those families living close to the Gatineau River, made a note that there were others living 
further out in the timber who were not counted in this census.  Andrew's family was one of those in the 
frontier not counted. 
  
 However, the 1861 census for the same area shows our family on page 276.  Andrew was listed 
as a farmer and the family was living in a one-story log house: 
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  Name  Sex Age Born  Stat 
  
 McDonald, Andrew  M 32 Ireland           md 
       " Amelia  F 32 Ontario md 
       " Catherine  F 11 Que  
       " Mary  F 9 Que 
       " Michael  M 7 Que 
       " Thomas  M 5 Que 
       " Amelia  F 3 Que 
       " William  M 1 Que 
  
 The 1871 census for the same area, page 26, lists the family as follows: 
   Name    Sex Age Born Stat             
  
 McDonell,   Andrew  M 35 Ireland           md 
       " Emilia  F 35 Ont  md 
       " Mary  F 17 Que 
       " Michael  M 15 Que 
       " Thomas  M 13 Que 
       " Emilia  F 11 Que 
       " William  M 9 Que 
       " Margaret  F 7 Que 
       " Elizabeth  F 5 Que 
  
 We don't know the date the census taker came to visit but it appears he may have come about 
two years early.  Each of the children is listed as being about two years younger than they should have 
been in 1871—although the Canadian census is known for giving inaccurate ages of the residents.  
Andrew was probably about 51 years old and Emily at least as old, rather than age 35, as listed in this 
census.  Note the spelling of the name again at this time as well as in the Parish Register shown above. 
  
 By 1881 the three oldest girls and oldest son had married and moved from the home.  However, 
Emily's Mother, Mary Wrath had come to live with the family as an elderly widow.  We find the 
following two families on pages 5 & 6 of the Low, Ottawa, Quebec census (taken 5 Apr 1881): 
  
  Name  Sex Age Born  Stat 
  
  McDonald, Michael M 25 Que.               md 
        " Ellen  F 25 Que.  md 
  
 McDonald, Andrew  M 55 Ireland          md 
       " Emily  F 56 Ont.  md 
       " Thomas  M 25 Que. 
       " William  M 20 Que. 
       " Margaret  F 18 Que. 
       " Elizabeth  F 15 Que. 
 Wrath, Mary  F 87 Scotland widow 
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 Michael's age was actually almost 27; Thomas was a little short of 25 and Mary Wrath, the 
grandmother, may very well be correct at 87.   
  
 In the 1881 census we also find the families of Catherine McDonald Cahill, Patrick and Mary 
McDonald Cahill and Edward and Emma McDonald Timmons.  Each of these daughters of Andrew 
and Emily McDonald were still living in the vicinity with their own families but will not be listed here.  
  
 On page 43 of the 1891 census for the same area we find: 
  
  Name  Sex Age Born  Stat 
  
 McDonald, Thomas  M 34 Que.               md 
       " Catherine  F 27 Que.  md 
       " Andrew  M 8 Que. 
       " Mary  F 6 Que. 
       " Martin  M 4 Que. 
       " Emma  F 3 Que. 
       " John  M 10 mo Que. 
  
 McDonald, Andrew  M 65 Ire.                 md 
       " Emily  F 65 Ont.  md 
  
  
 McDonald, Michael M 36 Que.              md 
       " Ellen  F 32 Que.  md 
       " Andrew  M 10 Que. 
       " Patrick  M 9 Que. 
       " Thomas  M 8 Que. 
       " Anastasia  F 6 Que. 
       " William  M 1 Que. 
  
  
 We can see from the above census that by 1891 Andrew and Emily were left alone with their 
children having moved away to homes of their own.  Their two oldest sons, Michael and Thomas still 
lived next to them but these also had young families of their own.  Uncle Bill McDonald related the 
following additional information: 
  

Now my grandad Andy McDonald was six feet or better and quite stylish.  I can picture him yet 
altho at that time I was 7 years old.  He reminds me of this piece:  

  
   "His shoes were neatly polished.  
   His hair was smoothly combed;  
   And when the dance was over  
   He asked to see me home."   
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He was digging his spuds and I was picking them up in the evenings.  He would give me 2 or 3 
penny's.  For a big pumpkin on the stem he offered me five penny's if I shouldered it.  I never 
made it. 

  
When Andy visited my Dad he would pull his chin whisker and say "By Gob Mike".  My Dad's 
name was Mike.  Grandad had a Post Office and also sold some groceries and also a little 
whiskey. 

  
One day Grandad took his grain on his shoulder to the grist mill to be ground.  He came to a 
Creek.  It was way up.  Grandad fell a log across the Creek.  He went on to the mill.  His 
neighbor thot he would have a little fun.  He chopped the log in two.  The log went down the 
creek.  The neighbor left the axe on the wrong side of the creek.  Grandad returned and waded 
the creek.  He picked up the axe and went up the hill to the neighbors.  They saw him coming 
and barred the door inside.  He chopped the door down while the neighbor went out through the 
window.  By that time they figured it was not funny at all.  That was the day of '49. 

  
In another letter from Uncle Bill, he added the following information about Andy and his family: 
  

The McDonald clan was a healthy clan and law abiding. They stayed on their side of the fence 
as far as I know. My Grandad Andy lived to be 94 [Andrew's Tombstone says he was 91 years 
old at his death but he may have been only 85].  No others reached 94.  Brother Andy reached 
93.  Brother Pat, 93--In 3 months more he would have been 94.  In 4 months I will be 91.   

  
 Andrew turned the farm over to his sons as they reached maturity and began families of their 
own.  For several years thereafter, he served as the Post Master for Stagsburn.  This meant that he had to 
go to Farrellton to pick up the mail, bring it back to the farming area along Stag Creek, deliver the mail 
and operate the local Post Office.  The 1901 census indicates that Andy could both read and write and 
that he spoke both English and French. 
  
 Although Andy and Emily homesteaded their land in 1849-50 it appears from the local land 
records that no one surveyed the land and recorded the original owners until the 1860's and 1870's.  
Andrew's land was first recorded on 13 March 1874.  At that time he possessed three lots of about 100 
acres each in Range 5.  These were lots: 42, 43 & 44. [See the attached plat and aerial photo of 
Andrew's original farm.]   
  
 When his oldest son, Michael, came of age, Andrew gave or sold him the western lot (#42) of 
about 100 acres.  It may be assumed that he intended to give Thomas lot #43 and William lot #44.  
However, William never married and moved to Missoula along with his older brother Michael.  
Michael sold his lot in 1894 when he moved to Poltimore.  Today (1992) Ken McDonald, a grandson of 
Thomas, still owns lot numbers 43 & 44 of Andrew's original farm, and also owns lot 45A. 
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Andy McDonald’s farm – 300 acres in sec 42, 43, 44. 
McDonald Road (in black) & Stag Creek (in green) 

 

 
 

Original grantees of land in Low Township, Gatineau, Que. 
Andrew McDonald's homestead was recorded on 13 Mar. 1874. 

He owned 300 acres in lots: 42, 43 & 44 in Range 5. 
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Andy McDonald’s land from satellite view 
McDonald Road is visible, as well as Stag Creek 

The 100 acres to the west was deeded by Andy to his son, Michael McDonald 
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 By 1895 Andrew was 69 years old.  He may still have been acting as the local Post Master but 
he had turned his farm over to his sons.  Michael had just sold his 100 acres and moved to Poltimore.  
Thomas was fairly well established on what remained of the family farm.  One would think it was a 
time for rest and retirement but that was not to be.   
  
 1895 was the year of "The Low Rebellion" or "The Battle of Brennan's Hill".  Andy's son, 
Thomas McDonald, was involved in this local tax payers revolt and the following history was provided 
by his grandson, Ken McDonald, from a local account of the events in a publication titled: "Up The 
Gatineau!"  Although somewhat lengthy, this article is reproduced here as it gives some idea of what 
life was like at that time. 
  

"If the battle of 'Brennan's Hill' or, alternatively, the 'Low Rebellion' of November 1895 was 
never clearly documented... this was due to what we would now call a 'total lack of 
communication' between the Irish settlers and the authorities who sent the militia to Low.  The 
newspaper accounts, particularly of the first few days, under headlines like 'Pay or Seizure' and 
'A Call to Arms', were as muddled as they were voluminous, and abounded with terms 
describing the settlers as 'ruffians', 'delinquents' and 'filthy Stag Creek Kickers'. 

  
"It is time that the settlers' point of view should be examined...  Their courage and 
neighbourliness remain undisputed; they had hacked the land out of the bush, faced bitter 
winters, mud and flies in spring, hot, very short summers in which all worked together to save 
the harvest.  The men worked in logging shanties during the winter to earn money for seed 
grain, window glass, stoves, cattle, etc.  The first seed potatoes, as often as not, came from 
neighbours, the first log house was put up with their help.  The little community of Brennan's 
Hill had close relationships with North Wakefield, where the first log church had been built in 
1833 from logger's subscriptions.  By 1895 there was a church at Low, near Martindale... but 
many South Low residents still went to the fine stone church, St. Camillus, in North Wakefield 
(now Farrellton).   

  
"Until 1843 the Wrights and certain others enjoyed the 'Gatineau Privilege' which meant the 
cutting of timber on land owned by the Crown.  When the Irish settlers came in the 1840's they 
bought land near the logging camps where they worked, and it was not always the best land.  
Many worked for the shanties; they knew that the Wrights occasionally cut timber illegally and 
that their rafts were sometimes confiscated by a justice of the peace.  After 1843, the 'Gatineau 
Privilege' was withdrawn but the former 'Privilege' holders still tried to stop any one else from 
using the river. 

  
"Old people among the settlers also remembered the terrible times in Ireland, when they were 
tenants and the tax they paid was not for land they owned, but was part of all products of their 
labour, a part so large that they were forever doomed to poverty, and which went to feudal 
landlords.  Now that they owned their land this would never happen again; they had developed 
pride and spirit.  The word tax remained a bad word; schools, for instance, were built by 
'subscription'.  In 1895, when by the last census, the Low inhabitants numbered 1399, they had 
nine Catholic and two Protestant schools. 

  



 52 

"Then came Confederation and the settlers suddenly found themselves in Quebec, though still in 
Ottawa County.  Ten years  later the Township of Low was incorporated.  In 1880 some tax bills 
were sent around, and again in 1884.  There was no train then, the existing roads were mere 
logging trails, and the bailiff usually got no further than Brennan's Hill (South Low).  The first 
bailiff sent from Aylmer, Flatters, was not a popular man; he was later shot dead near his own 
house, but the people of Brennan's Hill had nothing to do with that, though they had given him a 
rough welcome.  One farmer had put him in a root cellar for 48 hours and after that the bailiff 
left quickly.  The next tax bills were simply torn up. By 1895 about 200 property owners were 
in arrears. 

  
"On Wednesday evening of November 13th, 1895, Low settlers heard by the grapevine that a 
posse of eight provincial police from Quebec City was coming from Hull with a new bailiff, Mr. 
Groulx, the county treasurer, Mr. Desjardin, the county lawyer and some Hull constables.  Low 
taxpayers were to pay expenses for all these men coming in two express wagons instead of by 
the regular train. 

  
"Most of the men were at the logging shanties; the women and boys, who were left to do the 
farm work, took the precaution of driving the cattle up into the bush in case they should be 
seized.  This was as well, for the express wagons did not stay at Wakefield, where they had 
stopped for dinner, but drove on to George Brooks' Hotel at Low late in the evening.  They were 
joined by reporters from the three Ottawa newspapers, but only some of these got into the action 
of the first day; much of what they wrote being from hearsay only. 

  
"Thursday, November 14th: the posse set out from Brooks' Hotel, driving south towards 
Brennan's Hill.  The general meeting place was Carroll's saloon, later a 'blind pig'. 

  
"On the first six farms the posse did not find a thing.  But when they came to John O'Rourke's 
farm there was a big 'hullabaloo'.  Old John had died; as on many other homesteads, only 
women were there, John's daughter and her aunt, an old woman who remembered the bad days 
in Ireland.  The girl threatened to put a kettle of boiling water over anyone who would enter the 
house.  When they came in anyway, she tried to hold those who made for the stairs by their coat 
tails.  Most log houses had only a ladder to their lofts, valuables being often kept there.  The girl 
then picked up a stick of firewood while the aunt waved her apron from the door to attract the 
attention of neighbours.  'There'll be bad work before this ends' she shouted, 'Bloodshed, as there 
was in Ireland.' 

  
"They had the law on their side which required that a family be left with two pigs, two cows, 
two horses, a wagon and enough food.  The police could not find more than that on this farm, so 
they moved on, but not before putting up notice that the land would be seized. 

  
"They drew another blank at the next farm; it owner, the widow Driscoll, having moved away.  
When they came to Patrick O'Rourke's house there were six neighbours waiting with him.  
O'Rourke could not pay the $7.80 tax arrears, so the police were about to seize the extra team of 
horses; but young Danny O'Rourke swore that the team belonged to his brother who was in the 
shanties... 
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"The road to the next farm, that of Stephen O'Rourke, was barricaded.  The posse had to make a 
detour and when they reached it, found it was rented.  Another blank.  This was the last farm 
before reaching Brennan's Hill.  There, at Carroll's saloon, they were stopped by men carrying 
clubs.  Their spokesmen, Thomas Hayden, asked the officers why they had come to fight the 
settlers.  The lawyer said no one would be troubled if the bailiff was not abused.  'If any bailiff 
has been badly used, let him speak up', Hayden said.  Bailiff Groulx said that the last time he 
came, the tax notices had been torn up.  Hayden did not consider that as abuse. 

  
"'You fellers stole a march on us', he said, 'If we'd known the day before you'd never have got 
here.' 

  
"The posse was trying to find P. Driscoll's house but no one would tell them the way.  They 
turned their horses into Dan Driscoll's by mistake and were met by a large crowd.  Old Mrs. 
Driscoll threatened the police with an axe.  The posse, however, heard someone say that it was 
not the right farm, so they moved on.  It was two o'clock and they were hungry.  By the time 
they'd had their dinner it was three thirty, not worth going out on a dark wet November night. 

  
"Early on the morning of Friday, Nov. 15th, the police found all the nuts taken off their wagon 
axles.  These express wagons had a size of nut that could not be matched in the neighbourhood.  
It was pouring rain and the roads were getting knee deep in mud, so the whole posse stayed at 
the hotel except for a lawyer and two constables, who went back to Hull. 

  
"When the city papers came that night a crowd gathered at the station to hear the news.  They 
were called 'delinquents' in these papers and worse.  A man named Wright, a colonel, was asked 
to get the militia together to assist the police in Low: 75 picked men from the 43rd Rifles; 23 
from the Ottawa Field Battery, 20 from the Princess Louise Dragoons and so many horses that 
Ottawa livery stables stood empty. 

  
"Saturday, Nov. 16th ... they called a taxpayers meeting for Monday, to give everybody a 
chance to pay up.  Those who lived at some distance might wait until the snow was packed 
enough for sleighing.  In the end it was good sense and reticence on both sides which averted 
tragedy. 

  
"A show was started with a parade of the soldiers on the Saturday night.  On Sunday morning, 
two thousand people in Ottawa saw them off on a special train; there were four stock cars full of 
horses, two boxcars of ammunition and three passenger cars for the militia.  The train took three 
hours for the 35 miles to Low.  There had been threats to blow up bridges, though these were 
not verified. 

  
"The train arrived at 11:45 when most local people were at mass.  Father Blondin was preaching 
on the text, 'Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's' but did not mention taxes.  
Meanwhile, the militia, their trumpets shining, trotted their fine horses out of the stock cars and 
formed lines to march over to Oscar Brooks' farm near the hotel.  They even had cow-hands for 
the cattle they might seize.  By the time people came out of church they were putting up their 
tents, gathering wood for a camp-fire, and singing... But what worried (the settlers) most was the 
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expense of maintaining both militia and police.  It might come to two or three hundred dollars a 
day.  The sooner they were gone, the better. 

  
"On Monday, Nov. 18th, the treasurer set up a temporary office in the hotel and by noon his 
table was piled high with coins and paper money from both North and South Low.  Meanwhile, 
the taxpayers held a long meeting.  They sent a telegram to Quebec City, because, normally, 
there had to be a notice in the official Gazette before a council could be elected.  North Low 
farmers wanted to blame the extra expense on those of South Low, but Father Foley said they'd 
been hiding behind the people of Brennan's Hill. 

  
"By Tuesday, Nov. 19th a mayor and councillors had been elected.  [Those elected were -- 
Mayor; E. McSheffrey; Councillors, J.J. Sullivan, J. Smith, W. McCrank, Thos McDonald, P. 
Gannon and J. Skillen.]  At three p.m. only two debts were still on the books: that of Patrick 
Kelly who was in the shanties, and that of Jim Willis of Brennan's Hill, who owed $1.30.  For 
this, thirty men in two wagons set out that afternoon, a major and a lieutenant on horseback, a 
lawyer, a bailiff, the Hull constables and two of the provincial police.  
 
"Willis' house was empty.  Old Jim was a hermit who lived in a little hut way up in the bush.  
When they couldn't find a thing worth taking they put up a sign to say it was seized for taxes.  
The Ottawa Citizen later wrote about this trip to Willis' as 'Mountain and Mouse'.  It will long be 
talked about in the township as the finale of 'the biggest and costliest show they were called on 
to witness and pay for'. 

  
"The wagons drove back to Low; the treasurer closed his books.  The first snow settled as the 
soldiers pulled out on Wednesday, Nov. 20th.  In spite of their costly maintenance, they were 
popular men.  One can still find very fine guns, suspiciously like those furnished to the Princess 
Louise Dragoons, in places in the valleys around Low, while the Dragoons are supposed to have 
returned empty handed or with very old shotguns.  Naturally, this does not appear on official 
documents but it might explain why the local inhabitants felt friendly towards these soldiers." 

  
 We do not know of any part Andy played in this "battle".  However, knowing that his son, Tom, 
was elected to the Township Council during, and because of, the battle, we can imagine how the old 
fighting Irishman might have felt. 
  
 There are discrepancies about Andrew's birth so we are not certain of his age but he died on 13 
January 1911.  His tombstone says he was 91 years old at the time of his death.  That is probably pretty 
close, but, as discussed previously, he may have been anywhere from 85-91 years old when he died.   
  
 Emily outlived him by two years and died on 16 May 1913.  She was buried beside Andrew and 
her inscription is on the same tombstone with his.  It indicates that she was 97 years old when she died.  
That would mean she was born about 1816.  From the other records available we are not certain this is 
correct but it does match the birth date she gave to the census taker in 1901.  If that is correct then she 
would have been about four years older than Andy.  Not having better documentation we cannot say for 
sure when she was born so we will show her birth as about 1816.   
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Andrew & Emily McDonald 
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Andrew McDonald 
Died Jan 17, 1911 

Age 91 
 

Emily Wrath 
Died May 16 1913 

Age 97 
 

May their souls rest in peace 
 

Tombstone in the Churchyard of  
St. Camillus Parish 

Catholic Church  
Farrellton, Wakefield, Gatineau, Quebec 
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Chapter 5 
  
  
  CHILDREN OF ANDREW McDONALD AND EMILY WRATH 
  
  
 
 In this chapter we will give a brief outline for each of the children of Andy and Emily as far as is 
currently known: 
  
 1. Catherine McDonald-- As shown in Chapter 4, Catherine was born on 24 August 1850 and 
baptized in St. Camille on 8 September 1850.  We think she may have been named after Andrew's 
Mother but can only speculate about that.  On 29 June 1874 she was married in St. Camille parish to 
James Cahill, the son of David and Mary (Maria) Medley Cahill of Wakefield township, Gatineau Co., 
Quebec.  The Cahill family was large, with at least twelve children.  Two of David Cahill's sons married 
McDonald sisters, a third Cahill son married Ellen Kelly, a sister to our Mary Kelly. 
  
 James Cahill was a logger and worked in the woods.  This was strenuous work, even for hearty 
men.  James and Catherine remained in this area of Quebec, near their families, until 1884.  By then 
much of the timber had been logged and the land converted to farming.  At least seven children were 
born to them while still living in Gatineau County, Quebec, and baptized in St. Camille Church: 
  
   Name   Date of Birth 
  Emily Cahill     21 Mar 1872 
  David Cahill     28 Apr 1873 
  Andrew Cahill     8 Sep  1874 
  Lucy Jane Cahill                 1876 
  Daniel Cahill                 1877 
  Mary Cahill                   1879 
  May Cahill          Mar  1881 
  
 In the 1881 census for Low Township the family was listed about as shown above, except that 
the father, James Cahill and the youngest daughter were not listed.  It's possible the youngest child was 
not born until March of 1882.  The father, may have moved west to Wisconsin to find work before 
moving his family to that virgin territory. 
  
 In 1883 many families left this part of Quebec and settled in the territory of Wisconsin.  We 
know that our Sullivan family moved there at about that time and so did James and Catherine Cahill.  
We have not been able to find out exactly where they settled as the 1890 US census was destroyed.  
While in Wisconsin they had at least four more children: 
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   Name     Date of Birth 
  William Cahill        Aug 1885 
  John Cahill     Aug 1885 
  Beatrice Cahill     Mar 1887 
  James Cahill     Aug 1890 
  
 Some time in the 1890s, this family again made another large move to Aberdeen, Washington.  
In the 1900 US census for Aberdeen, Chehalis (now Gray's Harbor) County, Washington we find them 
living on Wishkah Street [Vol. 1; ED 1; Sheet 11]: 
  
   Name Stat Birth Place Age 
         
  Cahill, James head Mar 1845 Can.  
    " Katie  wife Aug 1853 Can. 46 
    " David son Apr 1873 Can. 27 
    " William son Feb 1884 Wis. 16 
    " John  son Aug 1885 Wis. 14 
    " May  dau Mar 1881 Can. 19 
    " Beatrice dau Mar 1887 Wis. 13 
    " James son Aug 1890 Wis. 9 
  
 In addition to the above information, this census shows that both of James parents were born in 
Ireland; Catherine (Katie)'s father was born in Ireland but her Mother was born in Canada.  James came 
to the USA in 1882 (probably 1881) but was not a US citizen.  Catherine came in 1883 and was still not 
a US citizen.  She had had 12 children but only 11 of them were still living at that time.  So far we have 
only been able to identify 11 of her children.  The missing child was probably one of the last ones born 
and may have died as an infant in Wisconsin.  Catherine also understated her age by 3-4 years. 
  
 James Cahill died 11 July 1914 in Aberdeen, Washington.  We have not been able to find a 
record of the death of Catherine McDonald Cahill but she was still living in Aberdeen, Washington in 
1933. 
  
 2. Mary McDonald-- Mary was the second child of Andrew and Emily McDonald.  She was 
born on the family farm at Stag Creek on 2 April 1852 and baptized at St. Camille parish church on 14 
July 1852.  She was named for her Mother's Mother, Mary Wrath.  She and her future husband were the 
witnesses to the marriage of her older sister, Catherine McDonald and James Cahill.  On 23 June 1874 
she married Patrick Cahill, a younger brother to her sister's husband.  Patrick Cahill was the first baby 
baptized in St. Camille parish on 30 March 1850. 
  
 Mary and her family remained in the Gatineau County area near her parents for many years but 
may have moved to Ottawa eventually.  Ken McDonald understood that her children may have moved 
to the US, perhaps New York.  Mary was still living in the Ottawa area in 1926 but died before 1933.   
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 We know of only four of her children so far but it is likely she had others.  This comes from the 
1881 census (we were unable to find her in the 1901 census for "Wright Co." as Gatineau County was 
called at that time.): 
  
   Name                     Date of Birth 
  Mary Cahill   25 Apr 1875 
  Albert P. Cahill   1876 
  Andrew M. Cahill   1878 
  Jarius D. Cahill   1880 
  
 3. Michael McDonald-- More will be given on this family in chapter 8. 
  
 4. Thomas McDonald-- Thomas was born on 17 Jun 1856 and baptized on 20 July 1856 at St. 
Camille parish.  He was named for his Mother's Father, Thomas Wrath.  One wonders what kind of 
mischief and fun he and his brother Michael must have had growing up and playing together in the 
semi-frontier of western Quebec.   
 
 On 19 Sep. 1882, Tom married Catherine Mulvihill in St. Camille parish.  Catherine was the 
daughter of Martin and Maria (Browne) Mulvihill, born 1864 in Venosta, Gatineau County, Quebec.  
The Mulvihills settled near Chelsea, in Gatineau County when they first came from Ireland.  Her 
parents moved north to Venosta shortly before she was born.   
  
 Thomas's obituary says that this couple had 17 children but we have only been able to identify 
15 of them.  The information listed below comes from a combination of the 1881 census and 
information provided by his Grandson, Ken McDonald (a son of Joseph McDonald) who now lives on 
Andrew McDonald's original farm (1992).  Thomas and Catherine had the following children: 
  
   
   Name   Date of Birth 
  
  Andrew E. McDonald   8 Jul 1883 
  Louise McDonald   12 Mar 1885  
  Martin J. McDonald   26 Nov 1886  
  Emma McDonald   20 Aug 1888  
  Thomas McDonald   13 Jul 1890  
  Mary McDonald   22 May 1892  
  Matthew McDonald   5 Apr 1894 
  Lillie McDonald   14 Jan 1896  
  Leo McDonald   7 Mar 1898 
  Nellie McDonald   11 May 1900  
  William McDonald   30 May 1902  
  Pyrle McDonald   1 Jun 1904 
  Joseph McDonald   1 Jun 1904 
  Angus McDonald    6 May 1906 
  baby girl McDonald   26 May 1908  
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 Thomas and Catherine celebrated their golden wedding anniversary in September 1932.  Eight 
months later Thomas died on 23 May 1933 in the same home where he was born.  His wife and nine of 
his children survived him.  His wife died 23 Nov. 1940 at her daughter's home in Low Township, 
Quebec. 
  
 Thomas and Catherine had such a large family we can not do them justice in this book.  Neither 
do we know very much about what became of each of their children.  We are pleased to learn that their 
grandson, Ken McDonald, is currently working on a book (which should be completed in 1994) and 
which will feature this family.  We encourage him in this effort and look forward to it. 
 
  

 
 

Catherine Mulvhihll & Thomas McDonald  
Golden Wedding Anniversary 
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Thomas McDonald & Catherine Mulvihill 
Golden Wedding Anniversary                                                                   Obituary 
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 5. Amelia McDonald--  Amelia or "Emma" was born on 16 May 1858 and baptized at St. 
Camille's on 17 May 1858.  She was named for her Mother and her name is spelled about as many ways 
as was her Mother's.  About 1878 she was married to Edward Timmons but since we do not have access 
to the St. Camille parish records after 1876 we cannot confirm the date.  We found them in the 1881 
census for Low Township, Gatineau County, Quebec with their two oldest children: 
  
  Andrew J. Timmons  1879 
  Edward Timmons           Jan 1881 
  
 A third child blessed their home in about 1882.  This was a little girl.  Not having access to the 
baptismal records we're not sure what her given name was but it seems certain she was named after her 
Mother and Grandmother, Amelia.  We have only found mention of her in the 1910 census for 
Wisconsin where she was listed as "Emma".  Emma is a nickname for Emily which in turn is a 
nickname for Amelia or Emilia. 
  
 In the land records cited earlier for the "Original Grantees of Land" in Low Township, we find a 
record of a homestead for Edward Timmons recorded on 12 Mar. 1883.  At that time, he had a 100 acre 
lot (#47) in Range 9. 
  
 However, this family did not stay in Low Township.  In 1884, when a number of local families 
moved to Wisconsin (James & Catherine McDonald Cahill, Patrick & Mary Kelly Sullivan and others).  
Edward and Amelia Timmons felt their destiny was also in the westward movement.  They moved to 
Chippewa County, Wisconsin where they made their new home. 
  
 Shortly after arriving in Wisconsin Amelia had her fourth child, William Timmons, born about 
1885.  This youngest child was only a year or two old when his father, Edward Timmons was killed in a 
Wisconsin logging camp accident (1886-7).  The young widow returned to Canada for a time where the 
children were raised near their Timmons Grandparents.  Her son, Edward Jr. remained back there but 
she and her two youngest children eventually returned to their farm just a mile or so west of Stanley, 
Wisconsin.   
  
 In 1906 Emma married Patrick Forristil.  This was a second marriage for both of them.  In the 
1910 census for Wisconsin, we find this family living in the town of Delmar, Chippewa County 
[Enumeration Dist. 66; sheet #11].  At that time her two oldest children were grown but the two 
younger children were still living with her.  She indicated that she came to Wisconsin in 1884; that she 
had four children and all four were still living.  Her husband and son were farmers but her 28 year-old 
daughter was a dressmaker.  Emma seems to have died sometime prior to 1926 and probably in 
Wisconsin. 
  
 6. William McDonald-- William was born on 12 June 1860 on the family farm in Low 
Township.  He was baptized at St. Camille's on 16 July 1860.  William never married and eventually 
left the area to follow his brother Michael to Missoula, Montana. 
  
 Andrew McDonald's original farm was 300 acres.  With three sons it seems likely he intended to 
give each of his sons 100 acres of the old farm.  We know Michael received the western 100 acres.  
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Today, Thomas's Grandson, Ken McDonald has the eastern 200 acres.  Either Andrew waited for 
William to marry before giving him his land, or William sold his parcel to his brother Thomas. 
  
 William was a logger and an expert with a double bitted ax.  He probably got to be an expert 
after he lost his big toe in the learning process.  In those days men had to be pretty hearty to work all 
day in the woods with an ax. 
  
 William spent his last years in a nursing home in Missoula and died there just six months short 
of his 90th birthday on 6 Dec. 1949.  He was buried in St. Mary's cemetery in Missoula, as was his 
brother, Michael. 
 

 
William McDonald 
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 7. Margaret Anne McDonald-- Margaret was born on the 13th of August 1862 and baptized 
on the 31st of August of the same year.  She married Howard Chamberlain.  We do not know where or 
just when this marriage took place but it was probably about 1887 and may have been in Ottawa.  He 
was a mail carrier in Ottawa.   
  
 In the 1891 census we find them living in the Wellington Ward (ward E5, p.58) of Ottawa City 
with their two oldest daughters [GS: 1,465,785]: 
  
    Annie   (age 3)  
    Gertrude   (age 2)  
  
 Both of these girls were born in Ottawa, Ontario.  We assume there were other children in the 
family although we do not know their names.  At the death of her brother, Thomas, in 1933, she was 
listed as living in "West Ottawa". 
  
 8. Elizabeth McDonald-- The youngest child of Andy and Emily was Elizabeth.  Born 15 July 
1865, she was baptized at St. Camille's parish on 13 August 1865.  She married James Brennan at St. 
Camille's on 5 Oct. 1887.   
  
 The Brennans were a prominent family in the area with most of them living at the village of 
Brennan, or at Brennan's Hill, about half way between the McDonald farm on Stag Creek and the parish 
church at Farrellton. 
  
 Jim Brennan was the son of William and Anne (Cassidy) Brennan and was born in Low 
Township on 3 Oct. 1859.  From the 1891 and the 1901 census we can identify the following children 
for Jim and  Elizabeth but they may have had others: 
  
   Name   Day of Birth 
  Annie Brennan   20 Aug 1888 
  Lucy Brennan   16 Feb 1890 
  William Brennan   21 Sep 1891 
  Elizabeth Brennan   19 Mar 1893 
  Catherine Brennan   14 Dec 1894 
  Gertrude Brennan     9 Jan 1898 
  Maggie Brennan    2 Jan 1899 
  Loria Brennan    5 Apr 1901 
  
 The children seemed to come in rapid succession but there could easily have been a 6th child 
born between 1894-98 who may not have survived. 
  
 "Mrs. James Brennan" (Elizabeth McDonald) was listed as a survivor of her brother, Thomas 
McDonald when he died in 1933. At that time she was living at Brennan's Hill. 
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 The following story was recently submitted by Eileen McDonald Morin.  It was written about 
1948-50 by Andrew Jack Timmons.  Jack was a grandson of Andrew and Emily McDonald, being the 
oldest son of their daughter, Amelia McDonald Timmons.  He was born in Low, Quebec but raised for 
part of his life in Wisconsin.  He was a first cousin to Tom and Bill McDonald.  
  
  
  My Memoirs 
  
  by Jack Timmons 
  125 E. 8th Ave.  Stanley, Wisc. 
  
 I think it would be interesting if families wrote an outline of their lives; pertaining particularly to 
relationship by blood and affinity.  No two people, though of the same parents, are exactly the same.  
Each of us is an individual in time, place and situation.  Each individual goes back to his ancestors.  
Their spiritual and physical experiences are never the same.  Their mental attitude, their physical 
strength and endurance are dissimilar.  Each individual inherits different traits and tendencies and reacts 
to his environment through opportunity and endeavor by self disciplined intelligence. 
  
 In the final analysis, We Are Our Own Self.  I recognize that regardless of how close to pure 
fact the writer achieves his goal he may be considered an egoist, nevertheless, in my time these actions 
were a mere routine activity.  Proof of achievement is on file in "B" Division N.W.M. (Northwest 
Mounted) Police, at Dawson City, Yukon Territory.  Also, Hill County courthouse at Havre, Montana. 
  
 If any member of the clan find these memoirs interesting then this writing shall not have been in 
vain.  {Editor's note: Not only was Jack quite an articulate man, but it seems obvious that he cared about 
family.  He would be pleased at our attempt to have a reunion and compile the family history.  I'm sure 
he would like to be present with us.} 
  
 When I was between seven and eight years old, the oldest of four children, Dad was killed in a 
Wisconsin logging camp.  Mother put us children with Dad's relatives in Canada but held onto our 
Wisconsin farm, a mile and a half west of Stanley, to which the family returned when I was in Alaska; 
all but Ed, he stayed in Ottawa. 
  
 Even at that age, if I did not like my environment, I showed signs of materialistic philosophy by 
getting myself thrown out of school.  Mother, on such an occasion, changed my residence.  
 
 When Dad died I was in the 3rd grade.  In another school at the next school term I jumped to the 
6th grade and was put back to the 5th.  At the next term I jumped to the 7th grade and the teacher told us 
that the boy leading at the Christmas holidays would get a fine book.  I was a stranger in the new school 
and I wanted that book, but a school trustee's son got the book and I was sent to the 8th grade when 
school opened.  That would have been a jump from the 5th to the 8th grade. 
  
 Always, to the good relatives where I lived, I was an enigma in that my ultimately deciphered 
human problems were strictly incomprehensible.  It was a school incident that promoted Mother to take 
us children to Ottawa so that we would grow up together. 
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 At twelve years of age I hired out to a boot and shoe store as a parcel delivery boy.  The pay was 
$2.00 per week.  The work hours were 7 a.m. to 9 or 10 p.m. with Saturday nights often overflowing 
into Sunday mornings.  Several Sundays on my way home from Saturday's workday I went to the 6 
o'clock Mass and barely reached a seat before sleep overtook me.  How I did dread Monday morning 
with the thought of doing the whole thing over again. 
  
 Naturally, a boy would seek a job where he could learn a trade.  The pay was the same, the 
hours were 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.  However, I worked a year or two at McCarthy's drug store before I got into 
Jerry Enright's tin shop; then, almost four years in Horwood's stained glass shop. 
  
 In March 1900, having about completed my apprenticeship in the stained glass trade, the $2.00 a 
week was insufficient to live on, so Pat Higgerty and I joined up with the North West Mounted Police 
for five years.  The police pay was fifty cents per day. 
  
 July 1900, Pat and I volunteered for service in the Yukon Territory.  The pay in the Yukon was 
$1.00 per day and two years equaled five years enlistment in the N.W. Territories. 
  
 We arrived at Tagish Lake, a picturesque place in August.  Also, I arrived at 21 years of age in 
August 1900.  In September we were split-up and I was sent into Dawson City, then the Capital of the 
Yukon Territory.  Pat and I did not meet again until our time had expired. 
  
 Canada's N.W.M. Police was the most democratic organization under the sun.  Recruiting was 
never done from any ethnic group but from all nations who met the specifications set forth on the 
enlistment rolls be he Caucasian or otherwise.  Likewise, recruited from the European nobility. 
  
 January 1901, I was assigned to the Dawson Town Detachment.  We walked the city streets in 
twelve-hour shifts, alternating weekly day and night. 
  
 At the turn of the century there were many good athletes in the North West Mounted Police.  At 
some time each day the Dawson Town Patrol got together for exercise and to improve our style: 
sometimes aided and abetted by Grank Goten, World's heavyweight wrestling champion, or by Frank 
Slavin, of Australia, who one time claimed the world's heavyweight boxing championship when John E. 
Sullivan failed to meet him.  So, Mr. Slavin stated in Court. 
  
 The Dawson Town Patrol was blessed with choice performers: Constable McMillan, from Nova 
Scotia, wrestling champion of the Maritime provinces, Constable Taylor, boxing champion from 
London, England.  Sergeant Smith, a rated boxer from Butte, Montana, USA.  A beardless youth born 
on the Gatineau and destined to begin his championship career in the N.W.M. Police gymnasium at 
Regina, to go on and take the amateur welterweight boxing championship of Saskatchewan, British 
Columbia, the Yukon and Alaska.  To be acknowledged welterweight, middleweight and heavyweight 
boxing and wrestling champion of the United States Army stationed at Fort Egbert, Alaska. 
  
 I almost lost out on the above fun by being assigned by the Superintendent of Police to the 
Indian River Detachment, 28 miles above Dawson City on the Yukon River.  However, the boss of the 
police hockey team, an Inspector, argued that to send me out of town would break up the hockey team. 
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 The superintendent said each man in barracks should be sent to a detachment when his turn 
came.  The Inspector answered: In a few days the termination of Bradberry's enlistment will make an 
opening for Timmins on the Dawson City Town Patrol, that will leave the hockey team intact and I will 
have him for the Lacrosse Club next summer.  Besides all Canadians are confident that Timmins will 
beat the American foot racers.  So another man went to Indian River and I went to the Dawson Town 
Patrol. 
  
 The officers of the N.W.M. Police at Dawson encouraged all kinds of athletic events; but never 
fighting in barracks.  Should two men decide on fisticuffs they went out behind the stable, or "put on the 
gloves".  One evening after supper the Sergeant Major refereed a bout billed for ten rounds between a 
204 pound representative of the barracks and myself the representative of the Dawson Town Patrol.  
The referee stopped the bout in the 9th round and awarded the decision to me.  When I first arrived in 
Dawson it had taken me 83 rounds to beat that guy. 
  
 There was a day a steamboat arrived in Dawson with two companies of American soldiers 
aboard.  Their destination Fort Egbert, Alaska.  They disembarked for sight-seeing.  Suddenly, there 
was a great shout went up: "Fight! Fight!" and everybody running towards the waterfront.  I hastened to 
the scene of action, grabbed a soldier combatant under each arm and lugged them aboard their boat 
amid cheers from their comrades.  The USA Captain apologized for the conduct of his men and invited 
me to his cabin for a little something.  I declined.  He said; "I'll apprise your Officer Commanding of the 
masterly and efficient manner in which you acquitted yourself in the performance of your duty."  I 
thanked him. 
  
 Two prisoners delivered water to the officer's and men's quarters with a horse and two wheeled 
cart and escorted by a constable.  At dusk one day after the first snow a prisoner on the water cart 
decided to change his occupation without any formality other than to make a break for freedom.  The 
escort hesitated momentarily; he did not wish to shoot the man and he could not leave the other 
prisoner, so he lifted his carbine and sent a signal shot into the air.  The other escorts herded their 
prisoners into the guardroom and stood ready for orders from the Sergeant-Major. 
  
 About two o'clock of the next morning a call came into the Town Patrol that the prisoner with 
firearms and a change of clothing had been seen at the old saw mill in Klondike City across the 
Klondike River from Dawson City.  Corporal Egan took the call, picked up his night patrol: Laws, 
Taylor, Timmins and two men on pass from barracks, Myra and Sonier, and hurried to Klondike City 
followed by a newspaper reporter.  The news reporter published the following: 
  
 The police circled the abandoned saw mill then closed in.  Timmins saw a small opening 
leading under the mill floor, squeezed through and slithering in a cramped position with much difficulty 
in the darkness searched thoroughly beneath the mill floor.  Returning toward the night light in the 
small opening and still about twenty feet away the opening was suddenly plugged.  He recognized 
Constable Sonier.  Sonier, looking into that dark dungeon and thinking he had found the escaped 
prisoner pointed his gun in the general direction of Timmins and bellowed, "Halt", Timmins, with 
admiration for the fierce pride of the French Canadian, laughed.  Sonier was much surprised to hear that 
laugh. 
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 It developed that Soniers, not knowing that Timmins was under the floor had decided to 
investigate.  The paper added, "The prisoner will not be taken into custody without a gun fight." 
  
 About noon of the same day the Indian River patrol spotted tracks leading from the Yukon 
River towards Swede Gulch, he followed the tracks in the snow a mile or two and picked up the 
escaped prisoner in an abandoned prospector's cabin. 
  
 There was a day when Sergeant Smith and I were returning from the courthouse to the Town 
Station we passed a bunch of 12 and 10 year old boys playing cops and robbers in the street one little 
six or seven year old piped-up: "I guess if I am Jack Timmy I can arrest you.  If I am Jack Timmy I can 
arrest the whole world."  Sergeant Smith said, "That kid has his sights set rather high."   
  
 There were many joyful days on the Town Patrol.  But had we not been a well disciplined group 
of athletes the highwaymen, murderers and common thieves from the Pacific Coast would have taken 
over the Klondike as they did in Skagway, Alaska. 
  
 American miners and others called an open air meeting for the purpose of annexing the Yukon 
to Alaska.  There was a large assemblage and one policeman.  The policeman had instruction: "As long 
as they (behave) let them enjoy themselves, but at the slightest sign of disorder, throw the whole bunch 
in the guardroom." 
  
 Thugs from the Pacific Coast stirred up the Indians with whiskey and by stealing their squaws.  
Canada spent $1,000,000 equipping and sending the Yukon Field Force to the Klondike to protect 
American citizens.  The Field Force arrived only to find the Indians peaceable and the American thugs 
sawing stove wood at the police barracks. 
  
 When my time with the police expired I had a well equipped boxing school going in the 
Dawson Amateur Athletic Association building with pupils from the officers and men of the N.W.M. 
Police.  Firemen, Doctors, Lawyers, businessmen and civilians from every walk of life.  Also, I had a 
job with the Bank of British North America.  The Bank of B.N.A. has since been taken over by the 
Bank of Montreal.  Should anyone ask for wrestling instructions, Constable McMillan would come in 
and we'd put on wrestling instruction exhibitions.  Later, in Fairbanks, Alaska, I started another school 
of boxing.  One of my pupils was Judge James Wichersham, he at that time was Delegate to Congress 
from Alaska. 
  
 There was a District Election and a new man was elected District Attorney.  He notified me that 
boxing was unconstitutional and I would have to close up shop.  Judge Wichersham and I interviewed 
the new district attorney in his office.  He said, "Judge, when you return to Washington you may have 
the boxing law changed, but as long as it remains as it is on the statute, I'll enforce it." 
  
 My first job as a civilian in Dawson was as a temporary night watchman for the Northern 
Commercial Co.  About 9 or 10 o'clock one evening an employee who had been drinking stood in the 
shadows at the top of the stairway with a gun in hand and refused to allow the other employees to enter 
the Northern Commercial Company dormitory.  The manager of the N.C. Co. immediately telephoned 
the Town Patrol and Constable Jim Stewart answered the call.  The manager explained the situation and 
Stewart asked me to help him.  "Sure" I said. 
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 The manager said, "Jack, the police and myself appreciate your offer of help, but you do not 
have to help, you are not a policeman and facing a gun in the hands of a crazy man is not a healthy 
position."  I winked at Stewart and started walking toward the dormitory. 
  
 About five minutes later I reported that the gunman was sleeping with his face towards the door, 
his right arm extended along his body on the bed and his fingertips on the gun.  In no time Stewart had 
the man downstairs and on the sidewalk but the prisoner refused to walk and I was sent to telephone the 
Town Patrol.  Constable Mapley and Stevenson responded.  The Police picked the man off the sidewalk 
and carried him three quarters of a mile to barracks. 
  
 The provost sergeant looked at his posters on wanted men and discovered that the prisoner was 
wanted in Arizona for killing a cattle buyer.  Two weeks later the prisoner was on his way to Arizona 
escorted by two United States Marshalls. 
  
 While I was still with the police, Stewart and I were sent to the edge of town to investigate a 
party who was said to shoot at people passing his cabin.  The cabin was isolated from other buildings by 
brush and houng (?) timber.  When we arrived in the trail before the cabin the party began to shoot at us; 
but we were still too far away for damage from a small gun.  Like most cabins this one was heated by a 
Yukon stove.  (A Yukon stove is made of sheet iron and the stove pipe runs straight through the roof.  
No chimney needed.)  We borrowed a fire extinguisher and while the party was shooting at Stewart, I 
cut around through the brush, deposited the extinguisher at the cabin door, then climbed onto the cabin 
roof and dropped about a ten pound rock down the stove pipe.  The stove was knocked over, the pipes 
scattered all over the place and a great blanket of soot, smoke, ashes and fire filled the cabin.  The party 
whirled, backed out the door and emptied his gun at the Yukon stove.  Stewart pounced upon him and 
when we had the party handcuffed, I grabbed up the fire extinguisher and doused the fire. 
  
 Stewart said to the prisoner, "You and I had better go back to the barracks and swear out a 
complaint against Timmins for breaking your stove."  The party said, "My cabin was hit by lightning.  I 
am ready and willing to go with you because Timmins is crazy." 
  
 They started off abreast and I followed.  He was a talkative person who did not realize that I was 
directly behind him as he told Stewart that he and I lived next door in Portland, Oregon; that my father 
was a hailstone maker and my mother peddled rain around Seattle. 
  
 In 1903 Blanche Johnson and I were married in Dawson.  In 1904 at Fort Egbert, Alaska, John 
Egbert Timmins was born.  Jack died in 1927 in an airplane accident.  In 1907 Margaret Therese 
Timmins was born.  Margy died of a heart attack in 1930.  Blanche got a divorce in 1908 and married a 
man who was suppose to have a lot of money.  He went broke and they split-up.  She married again.  
Her last man died within a year.  Blanche was killed in a car accident July 2, 1959. 
  
 In 1904 the United States signal corps, a military division within the United States Army, was 
building a telegraph line from Fort Egbert, Alaska, to the coast.  Formerly the U.S. had used the 
Canadian Line.  Uncle Sam offered me a job driving army mules hitched to an army escort wagon; of 
course, in winter time the wagons were replaced by sleds.  From December 15, 1905 to March 15, 1906 
in weather 60 to 70 below and I think still lower, I hauled water to U.S. soldier barracks from a spring 
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two miles away with a four mule team.  In that kind of weather you use two blankets on the mules, one 
under the harness and one over the harness.  Besides, every hour or two you must remove the ice from 
the nostrils of each mule or he would strangle. 
  
 If you drive dogs in the Yukon or Alaska you must not allow ice to form between the dogs toes 
or his feet will bleed and become so sore that the dog cannot walk.  A dog will take care of his own feet 
if you let him. 
  
 About March 17, 1910, I hit out over the Yukon River ice for Fairbanks, Alaska.  Two years 
later there was a depression on and I needed money.  I tried to arrange for a boxing exhibition with the 
local welterweights and middleweights but the local boys refused to take a chance.  One Sunday I met a 
lightweight champion.  He told me we would get the auditorium the following Friday night.  I took him 
up.  He won the decision and received a cracked rib in 17 rounds.  There was a lot of talk for another 
bout and three months later the lightweight said he would go on if I made 133 pounds in twelve days.  
But, I lived in a Turkish bath and did not eat for twelve days and entered the ring more of a wreck than a 
boxer.  I lost that one in the third round because I hung on to the ropes for support.  The referee thought 
I was sick. 
  
 That made two lost in approximately 150 battles and I never lost again.  Today, the record 
stands at 162 won, 2 lost, 1 draw and two no decisions with Catholic boys from Seattle and Spokane to 
raise funds for the Church. 
  
 The record walking time 317 miles from Fairbanks to a coast railroad was 9 days.  In December 
1912 I walked it in 8 days and so far as I know that time has never been equaled.  I arrived home 
(Wisconsin) a day or two before Christmas and the day after Christmas Bill (his brother) and I went into 
a logging camp for the winter. 
  
 In April 1913 Bill and I went to Montana where Bill had filed on a homestead in 1912.  Bill 
proved-up on the homestead in 1916 and returned to Wisconsin.  I stayed in Montana and each spring 
put in a crop; then I would go to Leavenworth, Washington and work in a logging camp.  Sometimes I 
didn't have to return to Montana in the fall to harvest the crop because there was no crop to harvest.  The 
logging camps in Washington operate 12 months of the year.  In 1915 all the logging camps were down 
due to War No. 1. 
  
 A sailor came to a small town in Montana looking for a boxing match for the 4th of July.  The 
local boxers were afraid of him so the homesteaders in my neighborhood arranged for a match between 
the sailor and me for 12 rounds, that was the limit in Montana at that time.  To save the sailor from 
being knocked out the referee stopped the bout in eight rounds and called the match a draw.  That was 
my first, last and only draw.  The homesteaders were rather sore at the referee for declaring the match a 
draw and aired enthusiastic opinions.  The referee announced that he would lick any homesteader in the 
house.  I stepped forward.  He cried, "Not you!  Not you! any of the others."  Art Hudgson, a 
professional heavyweight wrestler, who had homesteaded a mile from Bill's homestead jumped through 
the ring ropes shouting: "Jack, you lick one of them and I'll take this one."  The referee leaped out of the 
ring and hid himself until the homesteaders left town.  We found out afterwards that the referee was the 
sailor's manager and they were traveling together over the country hitting the small towns and doing 
very well financially.   
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 In 1921 I went to work for Hill County, Montana as assistant superintendent of roads.  In 1938 
the County Commissioners fired me after (the) election.  They thought that I didn't vote right. 
  
 In 1940 I ran on the democratic ticket for County Commissioner and there were a lot of 
surprised politicians when the election returns came in showing that I had won by 687 votes: 3116 to 
2429.  When my six-year term as County Commissioner ended I worked for the county until the Public 
Employees Retirement system, because of my age, notified me to get off the political job and apply for 
my pension. 
  
 I then got a job as night watchman for the Rocky Mountain Packing Co.  I couldn't sleep in the 
daytime and after 16 and a half months I woke up in the hospital.  I am supposed to have slept for three 
days and nights.  When the doctors turned me loose I went back for six weeks with the packing co. to 
qualify for my Social Security benefits. 
  
 I don't know that the doctors at the hospital told the folks in Wisconsin but the folks insisted that 
I come to Wisconsin and Emily, Bill's daughter, came to Montana to see that I obeyed the summons.  
So here I.B. in old Wisconsin. 
  
     Sincerely,   Jack. 
  
  

 
A gathering of McDonald Cousins in Portland, Oregon.  1992.  Left to right: Ken McDonald 

(Joseph, Thomas, Andrew) and his wife Kay of Low, Quebec; Don McDonald (Thomas, Michael, 
Andrew) and his wife Irene; Roy McDonald (William, Michael, Andrew) of Colfax, WA. 

 


